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ADTERTISEHENT. 



^/HE Autiior of the following pages had long 
felt mn anxious deiire to see the condition of the 
Mack population of our West India Islands 
brought into a gradual train of improrenent ; 
and, with a view to the accooipliahmcBt of that 
imporfaot object, had, some years ago^ endea- 
Toared to cootribnte hj the publication of a 
painpbletj entitied " Notices respecting Ja- 
maica,** in Tbieh the subject was fteelj canvassed 
" without farour to the enthusiasm or fear of the 
prejudices of anj persoOj" and various methods 
pointed out, which, according to his view of the 
subject, might be routuall}' advantageous to 
master and slave. He did hope, sooner or later, 
to discover that be had thus laid the foundation of 
progressive good. He has now the satisfaction 
to think that bis labours have not been misapplied; 
and be has the confidence at the same time to 
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believe, that, if the spirit of bis work bid bad 
more geoerjil and extensiTe influence, some part ai 
tbe pretence, tboug;b do part of the motive^ for 
a violeot iaooTatioo might have becD prereoted. 

He nerer will cease to afford his hear^ co- 
operatioD, bj all safe, rational, and conBtitutional 
methods ; but he canuot silently allow his Dame 
to be coupled in any shape with a project, which, 
whatever may be tbe real motives for bringiog it 
before Parliament, does nothing less than aim a 
deadly blow at the fundamental principles of the 
colonial system. 

Whatever may be said of the abstract right* of 
the legislative body of this kingdom to interpose 
in any form, or at any time, to shift its line of 
policy with respect to the colonies, or even to 
subvert tbe fabric raised with tbe sanctioQ of 
successive administrations, during a course of one 
hundred and fifty years, he can safely deny the 
moral right of Parliament to interpose in this 
c&se, and as confidently deny the existence of a 
true sterling feeling in the attempt to accomplish 

* Sec tbii subject very fairly dbcuMcd in Bryan £dwarda'a 
History of Itie West Indies, vol. ii, b. 6, p. 439, 
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tbe enfraDcbieeiMnt of the d^o, at any period, 
bjr tbe disfrancbiaement of a most Taluable body 
of Britidi subjects, wbo bare ettabliibcd tbem- 
■dves, under tbe encouragemeat of Britiib law, 
and tbe proCectioD and security of a Conititatioiuil 
Charter*, io tbe West India Islands, unaccompa- 
□ied by a compematioii in mouey for tbe lots d 
proper^, occarioQed by sucb interpontioDf . 



* See Eiwtrd»'i Hiitory of tbe Weat Indica, toL i, p. SU. 
t Tbe arguowut to thu paint is ihtu Ter; ably bandied by 
tbe powerful pen of Mr. Marryatt : " To vindicate itarery ii 
not a task impoted on the Britiib Plonten, bat on the Kitiah 
Legiilatare, by wbom it wai Hnctkmed and encouraged. In 
erery country, the policy of the Government directs the 
conduct of tbe people. Tbe We«t India Santera have only 
been the bumble initrumenti t^ accotnpliihing the declared 
purpoee of Parliament, and tbercfbrc cannot be justly re- 
proached with having participated in tbe execution of tbit 
once bvoared jAtu, for extending tbe commerce, and adiKng 
to tbe wealth and strength of tbfc BritiiA Empire. If tbe 
principles of Parliament are now to much more pure, that 
the pnwcriptioD of slavery ii necenary, as a lacrillce at the 
altar of humasity, let them not heap oUoquy on the West 
India Planters, bat fis the odium where it is really due, and 
ailnowledge, while they expiate, the sins of their pre- 
deccaion. Let them remember, too, that one otoral virtue is 
not to be trampled upon, that another may be exalted ; and 
that ihoae who pretend to be the votariea of humanity, mutt 
not be the vtohton of justice. 

''The present race of British We«t India Proprietors can 
no more be ebarged with being friendly to the Slave Trade, 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



8 

SiBocre an advocate ai he is for the diffutioD of 
the bleatiiigB of civiHied life ud of ratioaal free- 
dom over the sofface of the whole world, he it 
yet DO dtieeft af the world ie m czteMive a iMie 
ai to wirii to pi«iiiete the happiness of other 
vations, either barharous or 'eivitized, by debaaiiig 
flie political fModitioD of any clatt of Britiih nA- 
jectt, and the author of " Reaaoni for evtabliah- 
iBg a R^atcy of ^vea in the British Colooies," 
has doae him bo more than justice in stating that 



tecBuw tbej happen to be tlie ownert of iUtm, ibaa »aj 
oAer mcmben of the commuQity. They cither inherited 
thii description of property from their anceftortj or hav« 
been uixler the nescwitf of taking it in tatiaikctton of debU* 
and frMn bcinf mortgagee* hare unwillingly become pio- 
prirtora. With what jnatico, then, can they be made the 
Bultjecta of obloquy and reproach, for circumitaacet not of 
their own choice, nor within their power to control i 

" Parlianocnt can divett bo ineo <^ property legally acqdi red, 
or inherited, without giving them a full indemnity. Thia ia 
the law and the pracUe«^ theae ceatau; and will continue 
ao to be, ai long n the rulea of justice, or the rights of indi- 
TiduaU, are respected. The British West India I^anters 
purchased their slares under the egress sanction of the 
Legislature, and therefore hold them under the guarantee 
of the Nation; nor can Parliament, either in good faith, 
or common honesty, pass an act to emancipate the slaves, 
or eren one which would iireiistibly, though gradunllyf 
lead to their emancipation without paying for them." See 
Thoughts on the Ab(4ition of Ute'Slave IVade, kn. p. SIS. 
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tfc kad oothiDg ia view bat the iiifroT«n«nt 
<^the «miditia« of tbe inegn, by «(ra(gfal /brmrrf 
mouM ; yj tbe Air opentidn of a pnocifrie, de- 
y^vpeA by tbe abalitioo law, wUcb, wbtn pra- 
pcrij Mt in action, could not fiul, ai be conceived, 
to produce tbe enort happj icsuH, naiaely. the 
ideniitj of iotereit. io a moral leiue, between 
oMster and lUvc, by wbi^ the fdriiKr muit, by a 
•ort of i«-actioa, be benefited by tmxy act cf 
wdl'JMdged benereleBee towards the alave, and 
the latter be gradually qualified by a eoarte of 
■oral, relii^oua, and intcUcctaal improTCmeat^ 
for a wdl-d^ietted and mtiaoal fieedsnij wUdi 
■■gilt at toy time be conferred en bin by tbe 
iodulgeBce of bit matter for feilhfiri condoct or 
valuable servicee: a moit inteicitii^ and im- 
portaat ooateoiplattDn, wUch, however iDterest- 
u^ and important it may be, teemi to fall very 
abortof the" practical parpOK" kept in view bj 
the leading Directors of the Afrieaa Inetitutioa. 

In one sense it would be difficult to over-rate 
tbe public services of the body of dissenters of 

* Se« Reuoni Ibr eaUblithing a Begiitry, p. 17, Note. 
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diffcient Kcti ; fori by tbe sueceaifol efforts of 
fheir active zeal, they have, at laat, awakeaed 
the alumbering zeal of the profesiional members 
of the established church, and, by an indirect ope- 
rati(m as well as by positive charitable institutions, 
have given a most useful impulse to the work of 
moral and intellectual improvement among the 
lower orders of society throughout the United 
Kingdoms. 

Whether theduty of religious instruction should 
be undertaken in the West India Islands \^ the 
ministers of the Church of England, or by mis- 
sionary preachers, is a question which admits of an 
easy solution, and might be best answered by 
reverting to the old worn out arguments in favour 
of the established national church, which, happily 
for tbe interests of humanity, have long been set at 
rest. But there is one consideration, which must 
have a powerful inSueuce on tbe minds of the co- 
lonial assemblies, and that is, a consideration of the 
duty of self-preservation as it regards both their 
lives and property. 

Every minister of the established church is a 
known acknowledged character ; his moral prin- 
ciples, his religious doctrines, his qualification in 
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CTcr; seoie u « ICMber of the Go^el, either are or 
maj be koovn 1:^ the Bishop ^Uiio irhose jurii- 
£ctioD the West India Istuub lie. On the coo- 
imj, who is to define the character or qualifica- 
tions of a missioDsry or itinerant preacher ? He 
maj or may not be a most benevolent personage^ 
with the spirit of true charity diSiised throughout 
his life and preachings ; he may or may not he a 
conteroptihle hypocrite of the lowest class* with 
beneroknce on his lips, and the blackest passions 
predominant in his heart; be may or may not 
be a Tifionary enthusiast, and, with the best in- 
iatioiis, though without common sense, ready to 
set fire^ by his dangerous experiments, to the com- 
bustible materials collected in that corner of the 
world. 

There cannot be a better or more powerful 
instrument than Christianity, in the hands of Judi- 
cious refleictiog ministers, for promoting the work 
- of civilization wherever it may be required. Neither 
cau tbae be a more miscbierous instrument in the 
bands of designing demagt^^ues, who, under the 
mask of extraordinary sanctity, may mean to dis- 
seminate the most poisonous political opinions. 
la this country such mischiefs find an eysy antidote 
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ia the g«od mum and potHire intellecf ual coodt* 
tion «f (be mast of tile people ; but id the Weit 
lodis bUadSj where the mast of tbe black po- 
paktaoB ttill ooatlMNS in a state of tbe g;ro«Hri 
igoorance, <griio ean ealcfllato ib6 evil iDfluence 
wUeb nay be ob<uiied over their miMb by tbe 
art and iogenaity of hTpocritical iaeeadiariei ? 

The aeoeuil^ of ducauragiog Dodefiaed and 
iadefioaUe itinefBiit preadicfs has been fully ap- 
preeiatod b«& io theory aod from experieiice> 
by •one^the colonial aisembliM. and they have 
Tfry properly attempted to ditconrage them by 
kgtilatiTe eBaettnenti, Theie auemblies are of 
epioioD that tbe Biibop of London^ aod not tbe 
raiasiooary preacher, is the regular, and ufe, and 
eflfectual chaonel for promotiiig cbriitiao know' 
Mge ; and they truit, no doubt, that tbe nme 
eBei|;y, which has been ixiuaed in this kii^om, 
will NOD eitend itself for tbe disMtninatkm of 
true diureh of England doctrines and ^iciplioe 
aMongthealaTeiof tbe W«t India lalands. But 
if the views of the landii^ Directors of the African 
iMtitotion are directed to an opposite " practical 
purpoM," tb^ not only di6br, toio cmlo, flrom tbe 
Tiowi of tbe Author of " Notices on Jamaica/* 
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(ft punt nrhichj ezcq>t as it rq;srda himself, is 
of no pouible sigtlificfttioD} but vill probablj be 
disapproved of hj the bencfa of Biabc^s and all 
true Charcb of Ei^land memben of both Houaea 
<^ Parliament*. 

To dear the subject of some JncumbraQces^ as 
veil as to pcereat anj misapplication of hii opi- 
nioDS, he has been led reluetanti; to appear before 
the tribunal of the public in the shape, thou^ with 
few. if anj, of the neeessaiy qualifications of a 
Reriewer, except impartiality and the lore of 
truth. 



* It mutt be obvioiu to eveiT pcnoD th«t the duty of 
gmtting or withholding licenoe* to the nriou* preicfaen who 
«fier tbriDKWcB u the inatructon of ilarei in the Wnt India 
Uand*, is tHrt unly extremely important, bnt require* to be 
peribrmcd with the grealeit delicacy and eautioo. The 
docomenti in the Appt- ndix wilt abew how very low a dcMrip- 
tion irf pmoDi have endearoared to intrude tbenuelTca into 
ibe moit Mcred office* in the City of Kingttui, in Jamaicai 
and what moderation and practical good aenae has been 
maoifcated by the Corporatioi of that city, in tbe difcba^e 
of tbeir important dutiec See Appendix, A. 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



REVIEW, &c. 



X HERE is something so very repugnant 
to oar nature in the idea of the slavery of 
the human species, that we could not fail to 
hail the Act for abolishing the Slave Trade 
as one of the most important bene6ts con- 
ferred by parliament on mankind within 
the range of our recollection ; whether it 
be considered as a step to the immediate 
improvement or gradual enfi-anchisement of 
a very interesting class of fellow-creatures. 
It also was natural that we should view, 
with a corresponding degree of satisfaction, 
the establishment of an Assocation set on 
foot for the express purpose of bettering 
the condition of the people of Africa, who, 
foralong course of years, bad been outraged 
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by a train of evils of no common magni- 
tude. This might be some reparation for 
past enormities. The civilization of Africa 
had always been a leading point in the 
contemplation of the Directors of the Sierra 
Leone Company ; but, as loi^ as the Slave 
IVade was authorised by law, all their efforts 
were paralyzed by it, and it naturally be- 
came the immediate care of the AMcan 
Institution to exterminate every trace of a 
trade, which, as long as it should be carried 
on, io any shape or degree, must tend to 
cramp, if not to defeat, their meritorioiu 
endeavours to bene6t the condition of die 
huoaan race ia this quarter of the globe. 

The objects of this Asaociation are com- 
pri*ed in certoin resolutions agreed to aod 
atated in their First Report, ffbich we shaH 
traoAcribe at length, a« best exbibitiog the 
principles which seemed to influence the 
leading peisons em{^oyed in the formation 
of the establishment. 

" X. That this Meeting ia deeply inapress- 
ed with a sense of the enoa-moas wrongs 
which the natives of Afriea have snflcrad 
in dieir iatcacoune vith. Europe ; and from 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



17 

a desire to repair these wrongs, as well as 
from general feelings of benevolence, is 
anxious to adopt such measures as are best 
calculated to promote their civilization and 



•* 2. That the approaching cessation of 
the Slave Trade hitherto carried on by 
Great Britain, America, and Denmark, will, 
in a considerable degree, remove the bar- 
rier, which has so long obstructed the 
natural course of improvement in Africa ; 
and that the way will be thereby opened 
for introducing the comforts and arts of a 
more civilized state of society. 

•• 3. That the happiest effects may be 
reasonably anticipated from diffusing useful 
knowledge and exciting industry among 
the inhabitants of Africa, and from obtain- 
ing and circulating throughout this country 
more ample and authentic information con- 
cerning the agricultural and commerci&l 
facihties of that vast continent ; and that 
through the judicious prosecution of these 
benevoIeDt endeavours, we may ultimately 
look ibrward to the establishment, in the 
room of that traffic by which Africa haa 
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been so long degraded, of a legitimate and 
far more extended commerce, beneficial 
alike to the natives of Africa, and to the 
manufacturers of Great Britain and Ireland. 

" 4. That the present period is eminently 
fitted for prosecuting these benevolent de- 
signs ; since the suspension, during the 
war, of that large share of the Slave Trade> 
carried on by France, Spain, and Holland, 
will, when combined with the effect of the 
abolition laws of Great Britain, America, 
and Denmark, produce nearly the entire 
cessation of that traffic along a line of 
coast, extending between two and three 
thousand miles in length, and thereby 
afford a peculiarly favourable opportunity 
of giving a new direction to the industry 
and commerce of Africa. 

" 5. That, for these purposes, a Society 
be immediately formed, to be called * The 
African Imtitution.' " 

The Report then very properly goes on, 
— " To prevent misconception concerning 
the views and measures of the African In- 
stitution, it may be proper, in the first 
instance, to declare that it is the Society's 
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fixed determioatioQ oot to undertake any 
religious missions, oor to engage in com- 
mercial speculations. 

" It may also be proper to premise, 
that it will naturally became the duty and 
care of this Society to watch over the exe- 
cution of the laws recentJy enacted in this 
and other couatries, ab<^shing the African 
Slave Trade ; to endeavour to prevent the 
infraction of those laws; and* from time 
to time, to suggest any means by which 
they may be rendered more effectual to 
their objects ; and likewise to endeavour, 
by communicating information* and by 
other appropriate methods, to promote the 
abolition of the Slave Trade by foreign 
powMV. 

" The means which it is proposed to 
employ for the purpose of promoting civi- 
lization and improvement in Africa are of 
the following kind : — 

" 1. To collect and dtfluse* throughout 
this country, accurate information respect- 
ing the natural prodoottoos of Africa, and. 
in general, respecting the agricultural and 
coQunercial capocitieai of the African con- 
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tinent, and the iQtellectual, moral, and 
political, conditioD of its inhabitants. 

*' 2. To promote the instruction of the 
Africans in letters and in useful knowledge, 
and to cultivate a friendly connection with 
the natives of that continent. 

** 3. To endeavour to enlighten the minds 
of the Africans with respect to their true 
interests ; and to diffuse information a- 
mongst them respecting the means whereby 
we may improve the present opportunity of 
substituting a beneficial commerce in place 
of the Slave Trade. 

" 4. To introduce among them such of 
the improvements and useful arts of Europe 
as are suited to their condition. 

" 5. To promote the cultivation of the 
African soil, not only by exciting aftd 
directing the industry of the natives, but 
by furnishing, where it may appear advan- 
tageous to do so, useful seeds and plants, 
and implements of husbandry. 

" 6. To introduce amongst the inhabi- 
tants beneficial medical discoveries. 

" 7* To obtain a knowledge of the prin- 
cipal languages in Africa, and, as has been 
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already found to be practicable, to reduce 
them to writiog, with a view to fecilitate 
the diffusion of information among the 
natives of that country. 

" 8. To employ suitable agents, and to 
establish correspondencies as shall appear 
advisable, and to encourage and reward 
individual enterprise and exertion in pro- 
moting any of the purposes of the Insti- 
tution/' 

Under the confidence inspired by a long 
list of respectable names, large sums of 
money have been periodically collected : 
and the Institution has carried on its mea- 
sures from the year 1807 to the present 
time, without hindrance, without suspicion, 
with growing zeal, and unabated perse- 
verance, always professing to aim at 'the 
attainment of a point, which was stated in 
their resolutions to be the improvements of 
the condition of the human race on the 
continent of Africa. 

At last, however, their proceedings have 
been attacked by a gentleman, who, for 
some time, filled a high official situation in 
Sierra licone, who was an eye-witness of 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



the state of chairs in that colony, who had 
opportunities of learning the history and 
transactions from the best authority, aad 
whose testimony cannot be passed over 
uncoDsidered by us without great injustice 
(not to Dr. Thorpe, but) to the public, 
whose servants we profess to be, and whose 
cause Dr. Thorpe professes to advocate. 

The merits and demerits of the African 
Institution are thus brought before the tri- 
bunal of the public. Dr. Thorpe has stood 
forward with no inconsiderable degree of 
hardihood as their accuser, or rather at the 
accuser of their leading members ; he has 
arraigned the purity of their motives ; be 
has denied the accuracy of their printed 
statements, and has raised strong grounds 
of doubt of the wisdom of trusting too con- 
fidently to private character for faithful 
management of the temporal afiairsofthe 
world. 

We shall endeavour to sift this sub- 
ject with impartiality, neither trusting to 
the assertions of the accuser, wiUiout a 
sufficient weight of evidence, hot, oa the 
other hand, giving way too much to hobi- 
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lual partiality towards respected indivi- 
duals ; always remembering that in large 
associations all will not be found equally 
pure ; that ambition, commercial rivalry, 
political power, certain imaginary influ- 
ences, either separable from or combined 
with benignant feelings, too often mis- 
lead mankind from the straight path of 
common sense and moral rectitude. These 
are considerations which always make us 
very cautious in bending too implicitly to 
the authority of mere names; and we can- 
fess we were not a little startled at seeing 
an appeal to such authority on the partof 
the respectable author of the Special Report, 
who ought to know that the argumentum 
ad hominem is always considered as one of 
the weakest of all arguments, and only fit 
to be employed by those who fail in plain 
sense and fair reasoning. 

*' The pamphlet of Dr. Thorpe," says 
the Special Report (p. 3), *' commences 
with an attack on the Court of Directors 
of the Sierra Leone Company, whose con- 
duct, and even whose motives, he arraigns 
in the strongest and most unqualified terms. 
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In justice to that body, it may be proper 
to specify who were the individuals com- 
posing it. The Chairman and leading mem- 
ber of it from the first institution to its final 
dissolution was Mr. Henry Thornton, who 
is well known to have devoted a large por- 
tion of his time* and the powers of his 
active, discriminating, and upright mind to 
the superintend a nee of its concerns. 

"The Deputy Chairmen were successively 
Philip Sandom, Esq. Charles Grant, Esq. 
now Chairman of the East India Company, 
and Lord Teignmouthf Sir Charles Middle- 
ton, afterwards Lord Barham ; Admiral Sir 
George Young, and Thomas Clarksont Esq. 
were efficient Directors until they quitted 
London ; and the Hon. James Elliot, to the 
time of his death. Besides tliese, the follow- 
ing gentlemen were in the direction during 
almost the whole period of the Company's 
existence: W. Wilherforce, Esq. M. P. 
Thomas BabingtoUt E^q. M. P. Thomas 
F. Forster, Esq. Joseph Hardcastle, Esq. 
John Inglis, Esq. John Kingston, Esq. 
Samuel Parker, Esq. E. Parry, Esq, John 
Prinsepi Esq. and Granville Sharpe. 
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*' The various statements ffhich have been 
laid before Parliament, on the subject of 
Sierra Leone, were drawn up and sanction- 
ed by these well-known and distinguished 
chantcters, whom it is unnecessary to defend 
from the imputation of either having prac- 
tised a deception on tbe public, or of having 
been actuated by corrupt and improper 
motives," 

" The reports and statements of these in- 
dividuals may be referred to as completely 
negativing the charges and imputations of 
Mr. Thorpe ; and as Mr. Thorpe did not 
visit the colony until three years and a 
half after the Company had ceased to 
govern it, and his residence there continued 
only for twenty-one months, namely, from 
July 1811, to March 1813; his testimony 
cannot be regarded as of much moment, 
when thus opposed. Whatever credit may 
be due to his testimony, when speaking of 
things within the sphere of his observation, 
yet of what passed during the Sierra Leone 
Company's administration of the colony, 
he could have no personal knowledge. 
Hb representations, therefore, loose and 
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vague as they are, can hardly be allowed 
to weigh materially against the deliberate 
md recorded statements of the geatlemen 
who have been named, themselves actors 
in the business, and possessing full access 
to every official document, and to the best 
sources of oral information." 

And again (p. 57), " The Directors of 
the Sierra Leone Company," Mr. Thorpe 
states, on the surrender of the colony to 
government, *' ' formed (to uphold their old 
influence) a Society called the African In- 
stitution/ It will not be very easy for 
Mr. Thorpe to persuade the public that 
the Directors of the Sierra Leone Company, 
zi^tose names have been already mentioned^ 
could have any * sel&sh' end in contribu- 
ting to form the African Institution," 

Now we do think that Dr. Thorpe must 
be a very stupid or a very indolent sort of 
man, if, during a residence of twenty-one 
months, filling, as he did, a high official 
situation, and living with the most intel- 
ligent individuals of a very sinall commu- 
nity, many of whom had been established 
in the colony from the earliest period, he 
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h&d not bad access to authentic documents, 
ttad the best sources of oral information. 
We do not think the objection made^ oii 
the ground of a short residence, to the testi- 
mony of Dr. Thorpe can be allowed to have 
any weight when the authority of Governor 
Thompson is relied on in another place by 
the author of the Special Report* though he 
bad only resided eight montfu in the colony. 
Dr. Thorpe himself says, ** From January 
1808, when I was appointed, I read every 
publication I could find either from the di- 
rectors or respecting the conduct pursued 
by their servants. I endeavoured to acquire 
knowledge from every person I could reach, 
who had been in the colony; I examined 
into the state of the colony when I arrived ; 
I interrogated the oldest and roost intelli- 
gent settlers on every particular occurrence 
for eighteen years; searched the records of 
the Vice-Admiralty Court, and the file of 
affidavits; sought from the neighbouring 
chieftains, and the persons who had resided 
near the colony, every possible information, 
and heard the evidence given bn oath in 
civi! causes before myself." 
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In point of fact be has shewn himself 
to be intimately acquainted with the his- 
tory and transactions of the colony from 
the earliest period : be has employed bis 
knowled^, however acquired, to make 
some very important disclosures ; he has 
falsified some of the deliberate and recorded 
statements of bis opponents, which could 
not have been accomplished without better 
materials and higher authority than the 
author of the Special Report is disposed to 
allow him to possess. Indeed, turning, as 
we do, from the perusal of a very important 
document, published in Dr. Thorpe's Ap- 
pendix, of which he certainly has not made 
too much use, we are compelled to com- 
plain of a great want of candour in this 
attempt to throw discredit upon his au- 
thority. 

With an equal degree of candour has the 
author of the Special Report denied the 
identity of the Sierra Leone Company with 
the African Institution. " In truth," he 
says, " the only Directors of that company, 
whose names are to be found in the list of 
the Directors of the African Institution, be- 
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sides those of the ever to be lamented Mr, 
Henry Thornton and Mr. GranvUle Sharpe* 
are Lord Teignmouth, Mr. Charles Grant, 
Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. Babington, Mr. J. P. 
Fortter, and Mr. Clarkton." ** But these 
persons formed only a small proportion of 
the managing body, which consists of a 
president, twenty-two vice-presidents, a 
treasurer, and thirty-eight directors*. There 
was not, therefore, between the Directors 
of the Sierra Leone Company and the 
African Institution the identity which Mr. 
Thorpe affirms to have existed." 

We cannot venture to affirm that there 
is a complete identity in point of names 
on the face of the list of directors. But 
when we see the old Board of Directors of 
the Sierra Leone Company embodied, ex- 
cepting only a few insignificant names, with 
the Board of Directors of the African 
Institution ; the chairman of the former, 
Mr. H. Thornton, becoming the treasurer of 
the latter; the late acting Governor of the 
colony under the old regime, Mr, Macaulay, 

* See Appendix, B. 
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becomiog the secretary of the new associ- 
ation here ; the mild spirit and active ta- 
lents of Mr, Wiifierforce, accotDpanied by 
the sai^e £e2ec<«e< of individuals, tJi// taking 
the lead, and very properly directing, as al- 
most exclusively understaadiog, the affairs 
of Africa, we must be allowed to assume 
the fact of identity between the two esta- 
blishments; notwithstanding the appear- 
ance of additional names in the list of Di- 
rectory «nd a long list of pro formd Vice- 
Presidents, may satisfy the author of the 
Special Report that he commits no inac- 
curacy in denying it. 

With as much shew of reason and with 
the same degree of candour might be 
denied the identity of the Cho'ch Miui- 
onartf Society with the African Institution, 
though we have the authority of the most 
striking passage in the Special Report in 
affirmation of this identity: a passage which 
at once serves to disprove the strange asseiv 
tion in page 57 of the Special Report, and 
to amalgate, as it were, the whole of 
these associations. — " Mr. Thorpe could 
hardly have been ignorant tb^t in addition 
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to any attempts, vbich have been made by 
the African Institution in the work of 
direct instruction, attempts necessarily li- 
mited by the fundamental rule which pre- 
vented the employment of missionaries and 
by the low state of its funds, much has 
been attempted and even effected in this 
way by other societies, and particularly by 
the Church Missionary Society for missions 
to Africa and the East. Of this society, the 
very persons whom Mr. Thorpe most vehe- 
mently attacks as unfriendly to the interests 
of Africa, namely, the late Chairman of the 
Sierra Leone Company, Mr. Henry Thorn' 
ton, Mr. Wiiberforcct and Mr. Macaulay, it 
appears, were among the founders; and 
from its institution in 1800 they have also 
been among its most strenuous supporters 
as well as most active managers; besides 
oAom, twelve noblemen and gentlemen are 
managers alike of both institutions" 

We do not mean to enter minutely 
into the transactions of the Sierra Leone 
Company, nor into the controversy be- 
tween J>r. Thorpe and bis opponents; in 
which we find* as we generally find in other 
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similar cases, too much irrelevant person- 
ality as well as too much assertion without 
evidence on both sides. We shall therefore 
confine our strictures to main points, re- 
ferring the reader for further information 
to the several publications, which are now 
the subject of our consideration, and which, 
notwithstanding a certain air of contempt 
very carefully thrown upon the character of 
Dr. Thorpe, are well worthy of the most 
serious and attentive perusal of impartial 
readers. 

Having denied the identity with, the 
Directors of the African Institution pro- 
ceed to defend the measures of, the Sierra 
Leone Company; and, whatever may be 
said of the conduct of subordinate agents 
during the progress of the settlement, we 
sincerely agree in expressing a deep impres- 
sion of the laudable and disinterested views 
Mfhich^rst led to the formation of it. We 
cannot, however, pass many encomiums on 
the practical good sense displayed by the 
Directors in the attempt to rear this child 
of experiment ; the ^lure will afford the 
best criterion of their merit, which is attri- 
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botable, it is said, to the following oauMs, 
all of which a little sagacity might have 
foreseen, and meet of which a little common 
sense might have corrected : 

1. The want of safficient powo- and au- 
thority in the government of the colony 
during the &fst eight years, 

%. The unfavourable character of the 
settlers. 

3. The insufficiency of its force to check 
the natives. 

4. The unheaithiness incident to all new 
settlements in tropical climates. 

£. The inexperience of the conductors 
of the uodffltaking in the earlier period of 
the settlement. 

6. The long continuance of the war. 

7. The Slave Trade. 

These are the causes enumerated- by the 
author of the Special Report to account 
for the failure of this colony ; to which we 
shall add a few more causes, lesa insi^ed 
upon, but more powerfully op^titing, col- 
lected by us from the same authority. 

1. The eatablifrfmient of a settlement in 
the midst of savage nations, vt/Aou//or/i 
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for its protection. Heace tbe colony was 
frequently threateoed, and twice actaallj 
attacked bj the natives ; hence the auda*- 
city of tbe African chiefs, who, when culti- 
vation flqurisbed, first drew away the native 
labourers, and then drove tbe settlers from 
their farms ; hence a free scope for the ex.* 
ercise of the policy of the natives, who kept 
the colony in a state of disquietude and 
alarm. 

3. The peculiar unJUneu of the main 
body of the people to persevere, under the 
difficulties of a new settlement. 

3. Bad faith in the diitribuiifm if land to 
tT» Nova Scotianst hence insurrections and 
continued turbulence. 

4. Ignorance ^ the peculiar features of 
the negro character. 

5. The eitreme indolence of ihe settlers, 
which afforded an insuperable barrier to the 
SQCcessful cultivation of th^ land. 

This statement needs no commentary: 
for a grosser case of incapacity, . mis- 
management^ and ignorance, was never 
yet infiHTed from a bare exposition of facts ; 
which, if rightly appreciated, mi|^t afford. 
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one would tlnnk, a pregnant lesson of 
caution in allowing the same set of per* 
sMis, under whatever denomination, to 
meddle with the internal administration 
of affiiirs in abj other well-established 
colony. 

As the charge, however, of bad faith to- 
^rds the Nova Scotians is denied, totidatt 
verint, bj the Directors of the Aftican Id- 
stitutioD, we feel it an incumbent duty to 
enter more particularly into that question. 
— ^" Mr. Thorpe," says the Special Report, 
** chai^ges the Sierra Leone Company with 
ftiliog in their engagements to the Nora 
Scotian settlers." 

The facts of the case seem to be these : 
To encourage these persons to traosfor 
^emselves from Nova Scotia to thisinftint 
colony, Mr. Clarkson in 1792, bad pro- 
mised twaity acres of land to each maa, 
/en acres to each woman, and Jive acres to 
each child. With the just expectation of 
receiving this allotment of territory, they 
weie landed at Sierra Letme and received 
one^^h part, and no more, of the pro- 
mised allotmeDt; and this, according to 
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ihe modest expostulation of the Nova Sco- 
tians, in their petition to the directors, 
was not " good kind." ** The settlers re- 
monstrated in vam,"saysMr. Thorpe, "then 
ensued an insurrection." This was the 
natural and more immediate effect. Then 
the negro, no doubt, became distrustful, 
indifierent, and sulky ; this was the natural 
and durably-mischievoas effect. " The 
remam'mg four-^th» have been repeatedly 
offered," says the Special Report, ** but 
the offer has been, for obvious re&sons*, 
generally declined." " The right, however, 
to the remaining four^fifths of the quantity 
of land originally promised, was carefully 
preserved to the Nova Scotians. This was 
stipulated for by the Sierra Leone Company^ 
and agreed to by His Majesty's Govera- 
m^t, when the transfer of the colony 
to the crown was negociated." This they 
Aipulated for at the expiration of sixteen 
years! The Special Report says, *' Not 
above three or four applications ground^ 
opodit appear to bavebeen made to the co- 

" * Hiese reasont should be exphined. 
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loDial goverament."— Page]5. Dr. Thorpe 
says, " Almost erery surviving Nova Sco* 
tian» his wife or childroD, did apply even 
before they had.sufficient dollars to pay the 
fees for obtaining the grant/' — ^Thorpe's Re- 
ply, p. 9- It would be difficult to decide 
between these coBtradictory statements; 
but these questions, we coaceive, might 
be fairly asked : Did not the whole of the 
Nova Scotians apply by petition at the 
time the land was most wanted ? : and was 
not the petition rejected ? " Yet," they say, 
" for this charge there does not appear to 
be any just foandation ; on the contrary, 
the Company appears to have acted with a 
acrupulott$ attention to their eogageoaents to 
this body of people" II 

On this pcHot. we conceive Dr. Thorpe 
has stated a dear unanswerable charge of 
bad faith Mgfoxut the Directors of the Siem 
Leone Company; and we believe we know 
enough of the negro character to be Ju&ti- 
£ed in pronouncing that this fatal error, 
oominitted, at the (first establiibmeDt, must 
have become aprevaHing-causeoftiieirill 
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success daring the whole of their adminis- 
tration of the colony. 

** The most seiiousj hoverer," says the 
Special Report, •* of all Dr. Thorpe's accu- 
sations against the Sierra Leone Company 
and their agents, is that of Slave Trading. 
But, in proportion to its seriousness, it ap- 
pears to have, if possible, still less founda- 
tion whereon to rest than any that has yet 
been adrerted to." 

A most serious accusation most certainly 
this is; an accusation of offisnce so enormous 
as to have required the greatest degree of 
delicacy and caution on the part of the 
accuser, and the completest and most 
unequivocal refutation on the part of the 
accused. Yet Dr. Thorpe baa introduced' 
it with a flippancy and conciseness yctj 
little suited to the heinousness . of the 
offence ; and has drawn an inference to. the 
discredit of the dirtcior$t which, we con- 
ceive, is by no means borne out, nor ev^ 
justified, by the circumstances of the casOf 
as stated in the letter to Mr. IVilberforoe. 
But, as the dev«k^ment of this passage in 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



&e tranncticns of the colony may afiord • 
loMHi of great pnctical utility to tbow who 
nay be called apon to lupport or to con* 
trot the enterpriies of the leading Uem- 
ben ef the African Institution, we feel a 
doable motive for dwelling more particn^ 
larly on this section of the controversy. 

'■ Lastly," says Dr. Thorpe (p. 5), " <*e»r 
leramti constantly purduaed the nativei; 
worked them themselves without pay, and 
hired them to others for pay; suffered 
slaves to be brought in and taken out of 
the colony ; allowed them to be seized and 
delivered to their masters when they sought 
protection; permitted- their store-keepers 
to supply the ^ve factories, slave ships, 
and to feed the trade in every possible 
way. Even in Mr. Ludlam's last adminis- 
tration of the government, two cargoes of 
slaves, taken from the Americans, were 
publicly s<^ at Imtiti) doUan a head. 
So much for their efforts to repress the 
Slave Irdide, of which they had professed 
such an abhorrence, and which the Act nf 
Fuliaffleat for incorporating the Company 
forbade them to pnrsue. I> it possible tie 
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Erectors did not know/ hear,' or believej 
this, or any part of it ? If ; disapprobation 
had attached to such conduct, is it [H-obap 
bte they vould cootinuein their coofidence, 
after they bad heard of it, the petsons who 
managed their concerns ? or did they ima- 
gine that by trumpeting their abhorrence of 
this' diabolical traffic, julminatiog against- 
every person implicated in it, and blazoning 
the virtues of those who seemed anxious to 
exterminate it, they would prevent their 
tranaactioos from being divulged ; or, if 
revealed, they conld induce this nation to 
discredit any authority that nijight dare to 
give them utterance?" 

There is certainly too much violence and 
great bad taste displayed in this ianguage 
of Dr. Thorpe, which is more calculated 
to withdraw the reader from the important 
points of his statement than to fix his atten- 
tion on them. The facts, however, of a 
purchase of slaves, of letting them out for 
hire, &c. are too peremptorily stated by 
Dr. Thorpe to be easily passed over by us. 
The^ are not denied, in a direct raansef, by 
l9i6 author of the Special Report, but so met 
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bj a long train of weak iDCODclasive reasoo- 
higas to iiiU completely in impressiog cod- 
victioD on our minds ; while Dr. Thorpe* in 
ifis Reply, has* very fairly, produced several 
cases, upon the strength of which he bad 
ventured to make so serious an attack ; and 
which, if these cases Were insufficient* are 
corroborated, as far as the question of jpur- 
chase goes, by the indirect acknowledgment 
of Governor Ludlam himself.— Sp. Rep. 
p. 53. 

These cases might more fairly have been 
stated by Dr. Thorpe in his Letter to Mr. 
Wilberforce. - However, as he thought fit 
to prefer a general charge, the directors 
were left to guess at the specific case on 
which they conceived he presumed to found 
bis accusations ; in doing which they have 
fum»hed us with the important disclosure 
of the case of the American Captain Brad- 
ford, wtuch will be stated in its due place. 

The cases redied upon by Dr. TUorpe, as 
atated in his Reply, appear to be these : — 

** In Uie;aotidn Ivoiight by Campbell 
against the Company," says^ Dr> Thorpe, 
** tried before myself, it was proved tliat 
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the Company's &erva&t5 purchased slaves, 
and hired them for work ; that settlers 
brought slaves into the colony, and took 
them away ; that slaves, who fled to the 
colony for [M^tectioD, were delivered up to 
their masters, and even to slave ships. I 
read the notes of this trial before a Com- 
mittee of the African Institution, and will 
publish them, if the directon desire it. 

*' I have read the affidavit of Jesse Porter 
and Thomas Gudgeon, charging Messrs. 
Ludlaro and Dawes with a knowledge of 
slaves being sold in the colony. I have 
also read some of the Arabic letters from 
the chiefs on the coast to our venerated 
king, charging the Company's servants 
with dealing in slaves. 

** The Report, in various places, admits 
the purchasing of natives; the working of 
them followed of course; they were not 
procured for ornament r and James Reid, 
on oath, stated in court Uiat the Company 
hired out their slaves;.tbat he bad paid 
their accomptant four dollars a mcmth for 
the labour (^ some whom he bad hired 
himself. 
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*' A Mr. Cooper went into the Soosoo 
country, purcbasect eleven natives, and 
brought them iDto Sierra Leone; in his 
absence they were refractory to bis wife, 
and she was allowed to send them to a 
neighboaring factory to be sold 1 1 Slaves 
who made their escape fVom neighbouriog 
factories, were, on application, delivered 
up to their masters by the Governor, and 
even before application, they were sent to 
gaol until applied for ; some slaves, that 
escaped from Bance Island, were seized, 
flogged, and sent back by the Governor. 
Slaves also, who swam to shore from slave 
ships in the river, were seized by the civil 
power in their famous Free Town, and 
remanded to their fetters. A noted slave 
captain, of the name of Brown, recovered 
some slaves, who had escaped from him, 
while lying in the river. Tobias, a black- 
smith, now in Sierra Leone, having escaped 
from a slave ship, was seized by the 
Governor's order, and thro'wn into prison ; 
but effecting his escape aho from thence^ 
he concealed himself In the mountains 
until .bis persecutors bad sailed away, and 
he is at present in the ccdony, a very use- 
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fill settlw.*— See Thorpe's Reply, p. 24, ei 

Aoalogous to 8lave*trading is the plan of 
redeeming natives, as it is tecbnicallj called, 
by converting them ioto indented servants,. 
which we mast consider, notwitbstaDdiDg 
a gloss laboriously attempted to be thrown 
upon the practice, as nothing less than a 
sly pretence for evading the conditions of 
tbe charter, and deriving all the advan* 
tages, without incurring any of the odium^ 
attached to the name of slavery. The fol- 
lowing cases will aiford an appropriate 
illustration : 

In November 1807, an American 
flave-captain, of the name of Bradford, 
attempted, in the river Sierra Leone, to 
kidnap eleven Datives. He succeeded in 
securing 6ve. Dreading the vengeance 
of the natives. Captain Bradford instantly 
took refuge in the harbour of Sierra Leone, 
intending to sail the next tide. The native 
chiefs, however, reached the colony in time 
to put it in Governor Ludlam's power to 
call the ruffian to account. All that Go- 
vemor Ludlam felt that he could- properly 
do, was, to require the captain to make 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



4S 

satisfaction, or abandon him and his vessel 
to the retaliation of the natives. The 
Captain agreed to the former alternative. 
The five kidnapped negroes were instantly 
set at liberty. About two hundred pounds 
worth of goods was delivered to the in- 
jured natives; besideH which, ten of hit 
slaves were taken out of his vessel, and 
landed in the cohny. Of these ten slaves, 
four were unconditumalUf liberated, partly 
because they were in a diseased state, and 
partly owing to peculiar circumstances 
which are not stated. The remaining tit 
were bound to colonists, as apprentices, for 
fourteen years. A hundred dollars^ as an 
appreotice<fee, that being also the castom- 
ary value of slaves, was paid to the native 
cAt«/«, which, according to their own laws, 
they were compellable to receive instead of 
the persons of ^e slaves. — Special Rep. 
p. 42, et seq. 

Two American ^ips, with a hundred and 
«iity-seven slaves on board, were taken by 
His Majesty's ship Derwent, Captain Par- 
ker, and carried into Sierra Leone. Tidt 
happened in March or April 1808. No 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



46 

Yice-Admiraltj Court had yet been' insti- 
tuted, Dor had the Orders in Council, r^ 
specting captured negroes, reached the 
colony. But, these slaves having been 
brought to Free Town, it became necessary 
for Governor Ludlam to provide for them, 
even though they bad not been ** con- 
demned to His Majesty's use." Forty of 
theoi were, therefore, taken into the service 
of government under the protmse of liberty 
at the end of three years. Eighteen men, 
fourteen women, and ninety-five children 
were bound apprenUces for different terms, 
according to tbeir respective ages, each 
prison, receivm^ apprentices, paying twenty 
doilan for each. The money, thus paid, 
was distributed among the captors. 

We cannot follow Dr. Thorpe in hi^ 
invectives against Governor Ludlam for bi» 
conduct on this occasion. Jt was a novel 
case: he probably meant well, but, in our 
opinion, he acted very wrong. Mr. Macau- 
lay says, *' The twenty dollars ought not 
lo have been given to the captors. It ought 
to have formed a fund for the benefit of the 
negroes themselves. It tells ill, because it 
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Mb sometbi^ like a sale." As little da 
we coQcur m the narrow views of Mr. 
Maca^y, who seems to have had no very 
ttiaag objections to slavery, if confined to 
Sierra Leone, nor to the Slave IVade, if coa- 
cealed under tbetd^eaof redeeming natives 
from slavery. The fault of Governor Lud- 
lam, according to our view of the subject, 
was this, Uiat he did not act with the true 
spirit of an abolitionist. If lie chose to 
exercise a necessary discretion in disposing 
of these slaves before or without condem- 
natioo, be ought to have used the same 
discretion in rescuing them from the fatten 
provided for them by the narrow provisions 
of the Act of Parliament, which seem to 
have been made more for the colony of 
Sierra Leon^, than for the benefit of the 
sattves of Africa. 

If Governor Ludlam had been a true 
abolitionist, what in foct he was not, but 
which, as Governor of Sierra Leone, beou^t 
to have been, he would, both in this case, 
^nd in that of the American Captaia Brad* 
ford^ have acted* or end^voared to act, 
apcor^mg to the views of Governor Orima- 
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bere and Mr. Dawes, who, ia 1810, wrote 
as follows : ** Some of these slave ships 
(the captured slave ^ips, see Special Re- 
port, p. 73), had not yet received their 
slaves on )>oard : but their capture had 
nevertheless deprived the slave-dealers of 
the means of carrying off about two thou- 
taud eight hundred Africans ; and, out of 
other captures, four hundred and sisventjr- 
one men, one hundred and ninety-five wo^ 
men, and four hundred and twenty-one 
children, have been released from slavery. 
" A considerable number of the nearest 
and dearest kindred, husbands and wiveis, 
parents and children, brothers and sister^ 
who had been kidnapped or stolen at va- 
rious times, and put on board different 
vessels, have been unexpectedly restored to 
each other at Sierra Leone ; and whenever 
any of them have desired to return to their 
own country, and such return has been 
deemed practicable, they have be^i allowed 
to do so; being first provided with a paper 
under the hand and seal of tb6 Gbvemor, 
certifying that they are to be considered 
as his people, and under bis proWitkfB, 
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which is looked upon, aocwdirig to tlte cus- 
too) and larw of Africa, to be a st^cient 
$ecunty agaiiut further moie$tation." 

This passage sufficiently disprores tlie 
assertion of Dr. Thorpe, that no efforts were 
erer made to restore the negroes to their 
conoectioDS and country ; but it, at the 
same time, points ou^ a very practicable 
mode, by which. Goveriux' Ludlam, if he 
had chosen to do so, might have disposed of 
the ten negroes taken from Bradford, if 
not of the hundred and . sixty-seven taken 
by His Majesty's ship Derwent. In the 
same way that four were, liberated, ten or 
more might faaye been liberated, unoon^ 
HonaUg. A hundred ddlars was the price 
paid as an apprentice £ee, not by the party 
indented, as in common cases, but, by the 
party receiring the iodcaitures; What right 
the natiireshad to claim thfe money in this 
case, we are at a loss to understand. The 
kidnapped slaves, all that they bad a right 
to, were released. AVhatever they got be- 
yond that was gratuitous ; and, as far as 
Bradford's slaves were concerned, ought 
not to haTei>een given, becaiwe it ought 
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not to have bwn received by Governor 
LBdlatn as the pri^ of liberty, or, as Mr. 
Macaulay would eipreia it, aa ." tiie price 
of blood/' 

Tfaeacoret objedtof Governor LudJani, 
in this oaw, inoftt probably was to get an 
increaae of vaWable aettlars; but, whatever 
were hb ^esA. vienrs, the oaae is fairly 
brought, by the cirenmstancet of it, within 
the de6Qitloa/of a. purchase and sale. It 
i| tnUy & atave trade under specious but. 
fake pretences, quite at variance with the 
profea^d {lurinciples ;of the Gopipany, vir- 
tually illegal, wrong in practice, and inis- 
cAieTons as a precedent ; a precedent 
which no doubt governed the pcoceedings 
of Governor Ladlam, a few saontfas after- 
wards, in the affair of thehundted and. 
slatyeevcn slaves taken from the AmericaBs 
by His Majeaty'sithtpDetwesit, and is pro- 
bably derivable from the sane source- as 
the clauses we have already adverted to* 
which disfigfurcr wkt a little^ tibe AboUUon 
Act : . .' ■ 

But tiie DtecitB.of the quiestiQn«..in the 
case of the huod^ and sixly^Bevca sbtvcs* 
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is lo well htndled by Dr. Thorpe, that tre 
staonid do «n act of iojustioe to hiu, at 
well aa to the aubjeet, not la slate hia argo- 
nieot in hia own trords:— " PurchaaiDg 
slaves, whan practiced- by th« CofBpady," 
says he, " ia termed ' nduming Mlieu' of 
Aitica from slatdryt trbo were boond te 
the purchasers for a limited lime. I know 
not bow mtany ef theM Were bound, but I 
was' in tb« colony twenty years after 'fbe 
Company commMoed^ amd I nev«r beatd 
ot a single iiiditriduil who was liberated 
after serriog Ms apprtMtideabip/ I wiA 
examiM this rtdemptiim ofikt nafweS, which 
Mr. I,udli>« and Mr. Maeaitlay aokntn*-- 
ledge was a speeolattn' error.i The si aire 
is bnMght to Sierra Leeoe, nAteedtto th« 
West Indies : fer every aaarkat tbere (inMt 
be a tellitr and a buyers whcmi the purchase 
is made, does It Injure or bentit tbe ntwket 
to have the merch a ndiae carried to an ad-> 
jaceat or a distant part f Though scbool- 
boys wcnsld laugh at auoh a pitifal sabfesN 
fuge, it is gftrely delrtered (under the sanc- 
tion of great names) as a vmdication of the 
charge of . Slave Tradiqg ;"— and again, 
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speidcing of the one hundred and sixty- 
seven slaves captured in the American ships 
by His Majesty's ship Derwent, he says, 
" They affirm that the slaves were not sold. 
— I may be mistaken, but the slaves were 
driven to a public market, they were pub- 
licly cried for sale through Free Towa, by 
the pubhc crier, they were exposed at a 
public auction, there was a seller and a 
buyer, and a price paid. The article pur- 
chased was delivered, and carried away ;~ 
yet this was no sale* 1 Mr. Rylander, Mr. 
Hamilton, and Mr. Vannick, were offered 
some, . but declared they would oot buy 
slaves. Mrs. Forbes purchased two, and 
on leaving the colony she asked Governof 
Ludlam whether she might sell them ? tie 
answered, * she might-)' and accordingly 
she did sell them again, for the same price, 
twentif doUarsf e9ch, which was about the 



"*. These paiticulart are not stated in ttie account 
giv^a' of thu tranawtion ia the Special Report. 

•f There aeenu to be an enor io the sum mentioned 
as the price of skves on the coast, either here or ia a 
preceding passage; but, Bs the argument is not mate- 
lially affected by it, the sum stated is allowed to stand. 
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price of such slaves on the adjacent rirers." 
Mr. Ludlam, id the letter pnblisbed as hu, 
writes, (p, 53, Sp. Rep.) * I do not urge 
all this as meaning to contend that slaves 
were never allowed to be pvrcktaedy - or» as 
I most call it, redeemed^ in this colony; but 
I contend these were neither purdiased 
nor redeemed.' " Now, I can prove," says 
Dr. Thorpe, " by testimony of those who 
were. present at the time, that there never 
was a more complete sale of slaves in the 
West Indies, though I cannot speak of the 
maouer in which, according to Governor 
Ludlam, they purchased or redeemed slaves 
before in the colony. It is obvious Go- 
vernor Ludlam mighthave distributed these 
slaves as he thought fit, and it is also well 
known that any person obtained the slaves 
who bid and paid for them." 

Bat we certainly do not see enough to 
fix upon the directors the foul stain of par- 
ttcipatiog in these acts of outrage upon the 
fundamental . laws of their establishment. 
We do think it possible that they did 
not know, hear of, or believe, the facts 
stated by Dr. Thorpe, or any part of them. 
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We' do think it probable that, knowiog 
4Qd disapproving of the conduct of their 
servants, they might still have felt extreme 
difficulty in applying an immediate or ef- 
fectual remedy. We do even think that 
they tBtgbt be justified, on the ground of 
necesuty and good policy, in continuing 
persons in their official situations, nho bad 
forfeited their confidence by the commis* 
sion of such acts as are here charged upon 
tbcm by Dr. Thorpe. We do think that 
they might contcieniiously trumpet forth 
^icir abhorrence of the diabolical traffic, 
vithont meaniog to make their aoatbemas 
a doak to coaceal their own transactions ; 
and, if Dr. Thorpe were tei depend exclu- 
sively OB these or aiaiilar inunnatioos, we 
ctmeeive he wmld aoon lose all credit in 
the contemplation of every ratioaal and 
dbpaaBionat» iaquirer iutn tbe circmi- 
^BBce» of the case. 

But, if Dr. Thorpe bas, on his part, tahoD 
pai«8 to implicate the directtn in the 
conduct of kheir strvavlM, tbe author of 
the Special R^MVt, on bis part, doe> not 
ap>pear to t»ke mucb pains to separate 
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then. He temu eUeMly to avoid the 
disjunctive, and, anim»tdd by A blind zeal, 
advocates, indiscriminately, the cause of 
aiaster and servants, thus unoeoesuirily 
confounding the conduct of a set of selfish, 
profligate, worthless settlers in the colony, 
with that of the eat;, well-meaning, disin* 
terested part of their constituents in this 
country. 

Still is the charge of Slave Trading iA' 
sisted upon, and, according to our appi«* 
hension, completely made out as existing 
within the colony. The cases stated in the 
Special Report we are not at liberty to 
doubti though we have taken the liberty of 
passing onr own commentaries on them. 
The facts insisted on by Dr. Thorpe may 
appear to be oecorately or Inaccurately 
stated, according to the peculiar bios Of 
•ptedispositioa of mind of the reader. For 
oar parts we believe them to be substanti- 
ally true, not because they are given on the 
authority of Dr. Thorpe, but, because we 
conceive these and similar cases would 
necessarily arise from the nature and situa- 
tion of (be coloay, ftom the bad character 
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of maby of the settlers, from the imbecility 
of the government, from the extreme indo- 
lence of the free cultivators, whose indispo- 
sition to work is said to have been the 
grand impediment, which from first to last 
obstructed the views of the Company and 
of their agents with respect to the cultiva- 
tion of the land, and which is stated to 
have been so strong, that if any other mode 
c^ subsistence, requiring less bodily exer- 
tion, could be found, the pursuit of agricul- 
ture was infallibly neglected. Hence the 
strong inducement to commit the tran^res* 
^ions enumerated by Dr. Thorpe ; hence 
the perception of a necessity to cultivate 
the land by labourers, who, whether iu the 
character of slaves or indented servants, 
might be compelled to work; hence a clan- 
destine Slave Trade; hence the plan of 
redeeming natives^ without any reference to 
their own free choicei from a state of sla- 
very, by placing them in a state of servi- 
tude. 

With such a glaring demonstratioo, 
furnished by their own colony, of the 
difficulty, not to say impossibility, of cultii 
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vating the land in .these tropical climates 
by free labourers*, what can be meant by 
the Directors of the African Institution, 
by pushing forward the project of culti> ' 
vattDg our West India Islands by free 
negroes; towards the accomplishment of 
which the clandestine Slave Trade is em-, 
ployed as a pretence, and the Slare Regis- 
try Bill, if ever it pass into a latf* is meant 
to be employed as a stepping stone ? 

But it is time that we should revert to 
the proceedings of the African Institution. 

* Wbttever ipecnlatiTe opinions we may hold 
u to tbe pracUeabili^ of cultivating the Weit Indit 
Iilandi by CfaincM, or other free laboaren, under cir- 
comstutcet favourable to the exercise of tiie physical 
' energies oS mind and body, our opinions, we confeM, 
■rebjrDomeanistreogtbened by our retearches intoth* 
btttory of dn experimental colony of Sierra Leoae. 

We are, however, by no means disposed to abaadoD 
a favorite theory: we merely wish to waive the di*'' 
cnssion of its merits at an unfit season ; and, in a case 
of sucb difficulty under the present circumstances of 
the islands, to deprecate the interference of strangen, 
wbo, baviog already ruined themielves, are blindly 
going on, or wishing to gooo, with experiments, at tbe 
risk of ruin to others, and in defiance of tbe plainest 
dictates of their own actual eiperieuve. 
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We have already stated the resolutions as 
forming the basis of their new establish- 
ment. We entirely agree with the Com- 
mittee that there ^Tas nothing in the history 
of the Sierra Leone Company to discourage 
the efforts of the African Institution, while 
acting on the plan proposed in their Reso- 
lutions, and stated in their First Report. 
They had failed in trade« and profiting by 
experience, they determined not to engage 
in commercial speculations. They bad 
been unsuccessful in disseminating christian 
knowledge, and accordingly determined 
not to undertake any religious missions. 
They also meant, no doubt, by excluding 
trade and religious missions from their 
scheme, to conciliate the good- will and meet 
the objections of a numerous set of persons, 
who might otherwise be disinelined to sup- 
port the labours of the Institution. Civili- 
zation had not been much promoted by the 
he\p of laoguagesi by arts, by agriculture, or 
example ; yet the continued efforts to esta- 
blish this vital principal, or first necessary 
step to human happiness, must always be 
deserving of praise, and might possibly 
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be rewarded by sucoess. They had had 
abundant proof* as they conceived, of the 
hindrance thrown by the Slave Trade in 
the way of every effort to better the con- 
dition of Africa, and this they determined 
to attack in every shape and by every con- 
trivance. For this they were well qualified 
by experience, by opportunities of gaining 
iofoffiDatioa. by influence^ by patronage, 
by the weight of money. , This was -the 
main and immediate object pointed at by 
their Resolutions: for» by the subversion 
of the Slave Trade alone, it was thought* 
eould the ulttoiate object of admitting the 
iobabitaats of the great continent of Africa 
to the blessings of civiliaed life, and of re- 
deeming it fmtm heathen darkne^ be ever 
aipected to be effectually accomjA^d. 

Proposing to act npoaa plan so.ptue, so 
hfaeval, so entirely unexceptionable in piia- 
ciple, so noble in its end, the direcfon 
conld not faH to reeetve tiie waroaest sup* 
port in money, in hand and in hearirt, of 
everf genuine fntmd of the hunnia race; 
BorconU tbe voice of calumny have reached 
them* no* scepticism dared to catL in quca- 
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tion the rectitude of their mbtives, while 
faithfully discharging the duties of this 
generous* this most important, and arduous 
undertakidg. 

Up to the Fifth Annual Report, this seems 
to have been the exclusive object; other 
points, however, are incidentally, or, as vo 
conceive ar(/u%, introduced, to lead the 
mind of the public easily and gradually 
to objects not immediately within the pro- 
fessed duties of the African Institution, 
as expressed in their resolutions. " The 
sjfstem of free labour (Rep. 3) being already 
established" (with what success and under 
what circumstances, we have already seen) 
** at Sierra Leone, the introduction of any 
number of n^oes into that colony, whether 
on the footing of free labourers or as ap- 
prentices for a limited time, could be 
attended with none of those inconveniences 
which, it is alleged, would flow from it in 
our West India Islands, and which, as the 
Committee understand, are deemed to be 
to considerable, as to make it a question 
whether many of the persons aireofhf Ube: 
rated in the West Indies, under the opera- 
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tion of the Abolition Act, sbell not be mit 
back to Sierra Leone*. 

Then (in Rep. 5) the cose of Huggins is 
mentioned, a case which certainly stands in 
no need of the aid; of inisrepresentation ; 
for a story more calculated to excite the 
feelings, and to mislead the judgmciit could 



* The connderatku) of tUspMsageafibrditwo'dik 
tioct ideu, that of the pf»i(iTe practice of cultivatiog 
the Boil hy free labourers, and that of making the Weit 
India Islands a recraiting ground for free labourers for 
the service of Sierra Leone. We will not charge the 
Africao InatitBtiou with any deep laid icbemBi; as>d«> 
Tckiped b; ibis passage in tlie Second Report; we 
merely observe, that the value of the first idea is oega> 
tived by their own experieuce, and the idea itself is 
only useful as leading the mind of the reader easily to 
tbeir further plans. The seGoad idea may, coalinry to 
the meaoiDg of the directon, sfford a hidt ^ specula* 
tive abQlilionisu, to reciprocate the advantages of the 
plan by drawing indented servants from the coaet of 
Afrit-a (which, as true abolitronists, we earnestly hope 
will never be atiempud) for the' coltivtatioo of their 
plantati(»8 is ibc West lifdie*; an.operalji^, wh^ii, 
if foirly estimated, might be considered as not less 
beneficial to them than that by which they are placed iu 
a state of virtual slavery at Sierra Leone. 
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not easily be imagined. Tbh horrid caae, 
which we shall not defile oor pages by 
repeating, tdgetlier with that of Hodg», 
mentioned inBep. 6, though- glamtg ex- 
ceptions to the rufe of ptactioe, and not 
leftb rtspfobated in this West Indies than 
tkey most be in every otlief part of tbe 
civilized world, are quoted as " serving to 
exemplify the nature of the bondage into 
wthioh a i$ the oiyed tf tk» JnttUt^ion to 
prevent tfte negroes of Africa from being 
reduced." God knows, there is enough in 
the condition of slavery, in its best statei 
to CKciie 6ur 8yrapatby» ami too nincb« in 
the established system, which calls urgently 
for ihe hand of correction. There is no 
need whatever of the aid of high colouring 
to give efiect tbi the living picture. Not 
less than tly« Directors cff the African Insti- 
tution have We been struck with the horrid 
circumstances of these cases ; we have 
thought much, we. have inquired, wa hav« 
heard, ir« hare seen; and we have no hoA" 
tation to prononnce dfetinctly, that, if the; 
directors mean to hc^d up these cases as a 
fair specimen of the general practice, or as 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



as 

any thing more than stmng instances of 
iadindual tyrannjr, crueltj, and oppression, 
tbey are cither disqualified by igoorance 
of the real state of things and of society ill 
oot West Imfia Islands for the delicate and 
difficult enterprises they turn seetn ^ter- 
miDed to accofDpUsh, or have deliberately 
pot a false iolerence on the record of thet> 
(vooeediogB. 

These cases, howevieffr such as tfaey are« 
serve, very appositely as a. consenient link 
in the chain of tfaetr proceedings. *' The 
directoia (Rep. 6, p. 14) have adverted bit 
this sabfect, notfbi- the purpose of entjsrmg 
at preaemt iubocany explanation ^th^ viemt 
upon it, but merely that tbd meonbert; of 
the Im^tuAian may uBcterstand tiiat it it- 
ooe which occupies modk of :lbeir attea^ 
tjon." "The directors believe ibai the 
aeceasity of a re/brtn m the admitmiraHtn 
of our West Indiik colonies, is strongly felt» 
not only b^ the public, but t^ many pet' 
JOBS cottfMcAtd witk thote u/tfn<b, who caa 
no longer abut thiir eyed tp the attuequemcts 
of tbe Rf stem wbi<dk hwi been established 
there." 
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We consider this as one of tfa« mat 
artful passages to be found in the Reports 
of the African Institution, designedly con- 
trived to impress the belief that the planters 
themselves are tremblingly alive to the dan- 
ger of their actual situation ; and most 
unwarrantably attempting to make them 
falsify the very strongest groand upoq 
which all respectable, humane, liberal, 
enlightened proprietors of West India 
property have invariably deprecated the 
interposition of strangers in the internal 
administration of their affairs, namely, the 
dread of revolution following upon the 
heels of reform ; a dread too well justified 
by a contemplation of the horrors inflicted 
on St. Domingo by the mad measures- of 
the French National Assembly, : acting-- 
ander the influence of the Amis des Noirs, 
and now, if any thing, kept alive in the 
minds of the planters, not by a considerai- 
titmr. of the eflects of their owh vicious sys-' 
tern, but by the growing- influence' and 
ovCTt acts of the African Institution. 

" To such a length - have abuses' in 
this (Nevis) and some other West India 
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!blands proceeded, that several intelligent 
planters have not scrapled to state tbeir 
unqualified opinion, that a rtform in the 
admhmtTation of those colonies is absolutely 
neceaaarj ; and some have gone so iar - as 
to suggest plans for improvement. Among 
these plans is that of the establishment of 
a registry of all the slaves in each of the 
colonies in which a slave population exists; 
and to the expediency of this measure the 
directors are disposed to give their most 
unquali6ed assdbt I" — See Rep. 7i p* 16. 

Nov, because abuses have been com- 
mitted in the little island of Kevis, a registry 
<^ slaves is proposed to be established in 
each of our West India colonies, without 
tbeir consent, and in violation of their con- 
stitutional privileges, not, as pretended in 
another place, for the purpcne of contrdi- 
ling a contraband Slave Trade, which in 
point of fact does not exist, but for the 
more determined purpose of introducing a 
reform into the intemal ^ttem throughout 
our islands I . . . 

" To the lattercompiunication (from the 
Bahamaa) they feel particularly indebted 
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for fioime vialuable biots relative to the 
amendmentofthe law$; particularly the /air 
of evidence respecting slaves in the West 
Indies." — Rap. 7, p. 30. 

Then comes, Rep. S, p. 1 l-r-" The Board 
have still to lament the continuance of 
flagrant abuses in several of the West 
India Islands. They have long been im- 
pressed with the extreme importance of Uie 
subject; and the means of removing the 
great evila still existing in the West India 
system, and ameliorating the condition of 
those unhappy beings, who are now suffer- 
ing under its weight, have long been under 
their serious consideration." " The direc- 
tora, however, trust that, even during the 
present session, the attention of Parliament 
will be drawn to measures tending ulti- 
mately to ameliorate the state of the black 
and coloured population of the West India 
Islands." 

Here then is another step from the biack 
population, or slaves, to that of the cok)urc;d 
or/ree people of the islands! Where, we 
would ask, is this to stop ? 

Then foUosu the peoommeadation of a 
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registry of shnet; upon the strength of 
whic\i a bill has atnce been bronght into 
Parliament by Mr. Wilberforce, and tup- 
ported by the pen of Mr. Stephen. 

We do not oaean to enter much into the 
merits or demerits of this measure; they 
will, no doubt, be fairly tried by Parlia- 
meot, and the question agitated without 
any degree of that intemperance whjoh 
distinguishes the pamphlet of Mr. Stephen. 
It is enough for our purpose, in this place, 
to have traced the indirect object of it 
through the unauthorised proceedings of the 
Directors of the African Institution ; and to 
hare drawn the attention of the mass of sub- 
scribers of that establishment to a measure, 
which tends to implicate them in a dreadful 
responnbility, and to throw a most inordi- 
nate degree of power into the hands of a 
certain class of individuals, who have been, 
and now are equally, the leading members 
of the Sierra Leone Company, the Church 
Missionary Society, and the African Insti- 
tution. 

£acb of these Associations has, we are 
ready to acknowledge, conferred by its 
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labours very important Ijenefits on mankind 
in various ways. We have no desire to quar- 
rel with, or to call in question, the purity 
of their motives; but we do not wish to 
see them entrusted with too much power. 
They have glaringly mismanaged their own 
affairs at Sierra- Leone; they have ascer- 
tained, by experiment, that the soil in 
tropical climates is not to be successfully, 
and properly cultivated by iree labourers ; 
civilization has made but feeble progress 
under their encouragement; their specu-: 
, lations have been followed by bankruptcy 
and disappointment. Are these then fit 
persons to be allowed to meddle with the 
Intimate authorities of our prosperous 
possessions in the West Indies P Most as- 
suredly not. As little are East India dir 
rectors and merchants trading to the coast 
of Africa, fit persons to direct tlie aflairs of 
these rival colonies, with a y'levt to their bap". 
piness and prosperity. As to moral and re» 
ligious instruction, surely the Bishop of 
Ix>ndon, and the regular clergy, acting 
under his authority, are the fittest persons 
to discbai^ these important duties. Ouc 
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colonial assemblies, and particularly that 
of Jamaica, have iavariably presented 
a firm resistance to the encroaching spirit 
of Methodists and Seceders, and we trust 
tbey never will fail, within the limits.of 
■their jurisdiction, to support the established 
hiCTarchy of the mbther country, in spite <^ 
every nienaf:e, and in the &ce of every 
danger. And as the ** good ' humoured 
and complying" tediper of our roiaisten 
seem to have encouraged the Directors 
of the African lostitutioD to believe that 
** Government,*' to employ the words of the 
Secretary of this Institution, *' will be dis- 
poeed to adopt almost cmy plan which we may 
prepoK to them with reipect to Africa^'pro' 
vided WE $aoe them the trouble of think' 
ingt*' let them now be disabused and made 
at last to uodCTsland that such is not the 
case with respect to our West India Islands, 
notwithstanding the phalanx which may be 
brought to support their enterprises. on all 
occasiMU. 

But, though we have trespassed too long 
on the patience of our readers, we cannot 
altc^ther pass by the Registry Bill and 
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ol»ervation8. They afford, indeed, a sabject 
most important and deserving of very seri- 
oas consideration in a comraercia), moi-al, 
and constitutional point of view, as afleet- 
KDg Ihie prosperity of our sugar islands ; 
the irue happiness of a large body of fel tow- 
creatures, who may be benefited or made 
miserable by the Operation of the measure, 
and the growing induence of a club or 
association of persons out of Parliament 
Dvbr the proceedings of the legislative 
hod\ea of the kingdom. 

The consideration of these questions 
-would evidently lead us into too wide a 
field. Nor sbalt wc stop to consider the 
questioti of the right of Parliatlient to en&ct 
iiiws for the internal regulation of our 
Bevetttl colonies in cases where they have, 
from the earliest periods, enjoyed the ex- 
clusive privilege of legislating for them- 
selves. It is enough to admit that Parlia- 
ment has the power^ to leave ourselves free 
to consider mierely the wisdom^ of making a 
beginning of this sort of intetferebbfe in the 
case before lis. 
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All travellers desttrtbe their $urpriie at 
first iandibg in the oew worlds Humbolf 
speaks of this iq a. very lively madner. Tk» 
imagiiiatios is left far beiiind« when tfaA 
strange and agrteAble. Appearance of every 
object strikm upon the acn^. Every thing 
•s new ; every creature, eveuy shrubs tbe for* 
matioD of the tuouiitatnsi and the mfaiiest; 
reptile, convey the idea of a separate ctaa> 
tien. No words can give an. adeqoate re>- 
presentatioa of Uie actual appearance add 
state of things. Nature* in these regions^ 
delights in extremes. The iieat of the siin ii 
intense; if it rain, the drops fall down in. 
masses, and, forming torrents, roSfa impeltu- 
ously firom the mountains, and, alas 1 > <oo 
frequently, sweep away every thing before 
them. TfatDughout tbem m a degree of 
combustibility wbiirh requires the moM 
carefel watcfafuln*sff{ the smallest jspatk is 
immediately kindled intoa flame; the fiame, 
fiinoed by the aever^failing breexe, soon 
rages QQCoatrolled, add cv«-y fabric within 
its reach is soon levelled with the dust* This 
is no exaggoBted picture ; it is the natural 
state of thiogs, aad the artificial will nectts- 
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sarily be iDfiuenced by it; the mind, the 
passions, the senses, the regulations of 
society, the wants, the abundance, and all 
the various circumstances attending die 
animated part, acknowledge the peculiar 
structure and features of the material part 
of the creation in this new hemisphere. To 
Europeans the whole iking is inconceivable ; 
and if these considerations a0brd a lesson of 
caution to legislators how they begin, it will 
at the same time teach them how difficult 
it is to know where to stop, the work of 
making laws for the regulation of these 
distant regions of the world. 

Such characteristic features, one may be 
allowed to suppose, could not have escaped 
the notice of those persons who, for many 
years, have, it may be said professionally, 
atudiedthe state of society and the nature 
of things in the West India Islands ; yet 
bave the leading members of the African 
Institution, with an unparalleled d^ree <^ 
bardihood, or at least under the influence 
of a most extraordinary delusion, .ventured 
to begin a work which the wisdom of our 
^ppe^tors, ever since we bad idands and a 
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slave peasantry, have most carefully ab- 
stained from. 

That abuses have long eiisted, and do 
still exist, is a point which now is notfairfy 
before the public. An attack, however, 
on this groand, has been carefully inter- 
woven with a simpler question, and the 
consideration of it, however uncalled for, 
may possibly have answoed the intended 
purpose of misleading the public mind from 
the real and concealed designs of the 
Africifti Institutbn. 

That a clandestine Slave Trade (which it 
is the profeued object of the Registry Bill 
to put a stop to) may have existed, in some 
triflii^ degree, is very possibly true : the 
minds of men in ordinary cases are not to 
be bent in a moment from long-established 
usages, which old habits of thinking and of 
acting, and certain notions of self interest, 
and repeated Acts of Parliament, had en- 
couraged for successive generations. The 
[Rvctice, in most cases, so naturally follows 
the operations of the mind, that it could 
not be surprising if some pettifo^ing trans- 
gressions were to be detected in this pa)(e, 
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though the improbability of the existence of 
such o£fences, to any obnoxious extent^ we 
cotiid easily demonstrate hj a fair and 
impdrtiat review of the present state of 
society in the West India Islands. 
. That d clandestine Slave Trade has, in point 
of /(ietf heea carried on in some of our 
islands, is positively affirmed Without evi- 
dence, and as positively denied upon this 
siinple constitutional ground, that convic- 
tion has not yefc fastened the crime upon a 
single offender. But if twenty violations 
of the abolition laws could be tnade out on 
the clearest evidence, we should stilt fiK our 
standard iMihoveably on a rock, and with 
true British spirit refuse our assent to the 
introduction of inquisitorial or extraordi- 
nary remedies into these or any other part 
bf His Majesty's dominions* on any pre> 
tenee whatever. 

Let it be assumed, then, as a fact, that 
offences against the abolition laws have 

* Might not the jealous watchfulaess of Parliament 
be properly employed in an inquiry into the power 
exercised by the servants of the crown over Tiinidad, 
and the other ceded or conquered islands { 
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actually been committed ; what tbdn * Is 
there not already a sufBcieot kgdl remedy ? 
Why has Slave Trading been made afehny, 
but that the puuishmeDt suitable to felb- 
Aious actt should be inflicted on the off^n^ 
deri Have the abolitiub laws been foundi 
upon trialy to he tbo wtiak to cope with th^ 
daring spirit of the ebemies of the aboli- 
tion ? Thib is nowhere stated by the ad- 
vocates <^ this bill. Still they say' the 
laws are ioeflectual, and they reason thus: 
" A law which bus already been evaded, 
may be evaded again ; unless indeed the 
fecility of comtnitting the offence be no# 
lessebed, or the means of prevention en- 
larged. £i this case there has been no 
such favourable change ; on the contrary, 
the termination of war has opened exten- 
sive new facilities to the smugglers, and 
diminished greatly the preventive pow^ti 
of the government. Slaves may now b6 
brought from Africa under fbreigu and 
frigidly flags, with plausible foreign desti- 
nations, in such a tronrse as to sweep al- 
most the very shores of our islands. They 
may also be deptisttied in foreign colonics. 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



76 

within three or four hours' sail of our own. 
On the other band, we shall, in time of 
peace, probably not have a qucirter of the 
number of ships of war (those only guar- 
dians of our abolition laws in the West 
Indies) that has hitherto been stationed 
anwBg our islaodsi, ever since tbe acta were 
passed. Besides, the right of search exists 
only while our flag is belligerent. 

** 'J'he actual existence of SlaveSmugglii^, 
therefore, since that period, would prove, a 
fortiori, its possibility in future. But the 
converse of the proposition is not true. If 
such smuggling has not hitherto been car- 
ried on, this by no means proves that we 
have now a suSicieot security gainst it in 
the laws already passed. 
. **Xbat African negroes have been illicitly 
imported into some, if not aU, of our islands, 
^pce the year 1808, and even since the 
o£nnce was made felony, there u abmubint 
reason to conclude. 

..; "Direct information of such practices has 
been several times transmitted to the friends 
of the abolition, in England, from different 
c|uarters." ^* (ietters »nd personal commu- 
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nications from gentlemen of respectability 
to the Secretary and General Committee of 
the African Institution, would suffice to 
remove all doubts of the existence of such. 
ofi^Dces, to some extent at least, if it trere 
not a necessary precaution with that body, 
to conceal the names of individuals resi- 
dent in, or coDoected with, the West la- 
dies, who send diem, from humane motives, 
useful information. The transmission of it 
might otherwise dangerously expose the 
authors to popular odium or private re- 
sentment in that country." 

•* As to informers for penalties under the. 
laws of trade, not being officers of the Navy 
or Custom House, officially bound to mabe 
seizures, it is a character of which, perhaps, 
one specimen only has been found within 
thirty years. About that time a man wa^ 
bold enough to inform in one of the most 
important and polished of the Leeward 
Islands (St. Kitt's) in a case of prohibited 
information. He was immediatei}' seized, 
tried publicly by a self-constituted court, 
convicted of the foul offence of being an 
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iaformer* and sentenced to tarring and 
feathering, and perpetadl banishment." 

" He had the hardihood, nevertheless, in' 
a few months, to return ; called on the 
government for redress ; and the Attorney- 
General was ordered to prosecute the judge. 
of the mock tribunal, and the immediate 
executioners of the sentence. He did so 
with much zeal for the honour of govem- 
merit, but to no effect ; not a witness but 
the prosecutor himself could be found to 
depose to facts which one-half of the free 
population of the islands had seen ; and the 
jury, some of whom could probably have 
confirmed him, as eye- witnesses, chose to: 
disbelieve him, and found a verdict of Not 
Guilty." 

The title of this cause, we are told, in a 
note, is that of the ** King v. Alison." The 
story may or may not be substantially true, 
though there may also be some colouring 
or embellishment given to it in the recitaU 
The case arose in or aboat the year 1785> 

" After such an example" (and After 
the short interval of thirtt/ pears I Risun 
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feneatisf) " it will kardfy be thought that 
prosecutors are easily fouod in a West India 
Island, upon laws so unpopular there as the 
acts for the abolition of the Slave Trade. 

** There, neverthtUst^ have been seieures, 
hifofficenofthecuttoms, of slaves unlawfuUj 
imported*." 

Who can doubt that the return of peace 
will give increased facility to smuggling in 
every department of trade ? This may be 
a good reason for fitting out additional 
cruisers, and multiplying the officers of the 
customs ; but who, in his right senses, would 
for such a reason insist on the necessity 
of subverting the whole colonial system? 
With great deference to the sagacity and 
sound judgment of these friends of African 
freedom and of British slavery, wc presume 
to think thdr unruly zeal is disposed to 
carry them, in this instance, much beyond 
the Jimits of sterling sense. Nor do we con- 
ceive the case of the informer, supposing it 
to be accurately stated, will be thought to 



' Reuoss for a Regiitry, p. fil* << teq. 
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give, much weight eithei: to. tJiejr opiolops pr 
their reasonings It is impossible to beliei^e* 
if we may be allowed, to reason gravely on 
absurdities, that this story could have bad 
the effect of intimidation, throughout the 
vhole of our West India Islands* many of 
which have little or no intercourse vf'ith 
each other, and in few of which, most, pro- 
bably, the story was ever known ; nor 
can we suppose it has been rememberedr 
with any of the horrors of a frightful ei^ 
ample, even within the precincts of the 
" important" island of St. Kitt's, after an in- 
terval of thirty years; during which time, 
we are led by our views of the subject, and 
by the spirit of true christian charity, to 
presume, that a favourable change has ac^ 
tually taken place in the state of society 
and of manners; and that the infamous 
character of informer has, through the 
improved respectability of the inhabitantSi 
and not from the terrors of an obsolete ex- 
ample, become positively extinct through- 
out the whole of the West India Islands. 

But it seems that seizures of slaves, un- 
lawfully imported, Aaoe actually been made. 
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h^t^bxraoftkecustotru. 'Hiefle officers sarely 
are not more exempted from the hazard of 
tarring and feathering tliati any other class 
of informers ; yet they have dared to seize 
this description of contraband cfnnmodities, 
and haive never been molested, as far as 
we are told, for discharging faithfully the 
important duties of their office. 

Why then are we to force a construction 
an&Tourable to the character of the co- 
lonists, or admit that the abolition laws are 
inefficacious as to their valuable objects? 
A short review of these laws will be enough 
to throw light upon this important depart- 
ibent of the subject. 

' By the 47 Geo: III. c. S6, (commonly 
called the Slave Trade AlKiUtion Act,) every 
ihip or vessel unlawfally carrying slaves 
shaH be forfeited. 

The owner, part owner, freighter, foctor, 
captain, mate, supercargo.' or surgeon, shall 
ferfeit and pay for each slave so unlaw- 
fblly carried kWay, the suoi of 100/. ster- 
ling nioney of Great Britain; one moiety 
of which to Bis 'Majesty, and the other 
fdoii^ty to'tlieinVt^mcr. These penalties may 

F 
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be recovered either in the Vice- Admiralty 
Courts in the West Indies^ and elsewhere, 
or (to prevent the fear of tarring and 
feathering, and the corrupt verdict of an 
interested jury) may be prosecuted in the 
Courts of Record in Great Britain, and the 
venue laid in the county of Middlesex! 
By 51 Geo. Ill, Slave Trading is made a 
felony, and punished accordingly ; and it 
is therein provided, that if any person shall 
knowingly enter or embark on board any 
such ship or vessel, as petty officer, ser- 
vant, seaman, or shall knowingly under- 
write, or cause to be underwritten, he shall 
not be deemed guilty of felony, but mis- 
demeanor, and be subject to imprison- 
ment for two years. 

And this is over and above the penalties 
given by Act 47. Geo. Ilf . c. 36, which we 
lave above recited. 

The severity of these laws one might 
suppose to be quite sufficient for every 
possible practical purpose; yet, when the 
pfience is stated-to be committed, the legal 
constitutional means of prosecuting offea- 
den to convictioo are despised, and Parlia- 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



m«ot is called upon to exercise a raott 
violent and unprecedented coercive power ; 
aod that upon tbe strength of short-sighted 
inapplicable reasoning, ill-founded calumny, 
anonymous or secret information, and the 
good character of tbe leading Directors of 
the African Institution ; who, no doubt, 
are the same enlightened statesmen, vhose 
" obiter dicta" are to pass as proof of an 
obligation on the part of Parliament to give 
the force of law to their speculative under- 
takings. 

We are by no means disposed to give 
way to such authority. We have a con6> 
dent belief, that the contraband Slave 
Trade, if it exist at all, must exist in a 
very limited degree, and lie quite within 
the reach of existing regulations. 

There is not a single reason produced, 
as arising from the state of society in tbe 
West Indies, which did not exist at the 
time these laws were made. Tbe only dif- 
ference between circumstances then and 
now is, that the manners of those people 
are since improved, which renders revQ- 
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lation less necessrt'j; and the influence of 
the African lostitutioo too much iocreasedt 
^whichouglitto ni^ke jealooBy more watchful. 
,}f these laws, strong as they are in their 
C&aCtnients, should be thought inefiectual 
for their purposes, let the penalties- be 
doubled, that the colonists may have .a 
sufficient temptation ,tO become informecs; 
let the officers of the customs beincrea&ed, 
add ^(uy bfe^published ^ dea^A; or let 
tfa^ milder methods^ prepared by the in- 
genuity of Mr. Stephen for the Spanidi 
Q<dV>P* be. mpta legitimately employed to 
qntdicate th$ share which. any British sub- 
ject may be hardy enough to .take da this 
'^ abominable traffic. 

, ", If our prefleot .squadrons .be not nu- 
merous enough to perfocm this service,.a 
(mail reinforcement will suffice. Though 
a. few of the slave traders blight escape the 
Tjgilanc^ of out cruisers, so large a propor- 
tion would lose, after heavy expeuses, the 
whole object of -their voyj^e, that .hiso- 
ranee would beeome impoesSble; and the 
merch^tflji.nfter.a sio^ season or two 
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at the most, wonid renounce the desperate 
game*." 

This is- tiie frntt rfttioaaU .comtitutional- 
coane of proceeding. I^cfa lam, U<m- 
erer severe, come' -very short of inquu 
Bitkn'f'; tbcy cannot touch the innocent, 
and' if they toudi the guilty, these will fall 
vithont comtDiseration. 

The West India Islands are charged,' 
among otiier things, with railing obstruct 
tiona in the way of pianumission^. Nov 

*See Inquiry into theTtight and Duty of cMnpdling 
SfMbD to reltnquiih her Slave Trade id Nortbem Ataatf 
p.70. 

t " Some degree of inquititoriel authority might also 
pTOptrli/ be coD&ded to the Registrar ; we mean, that 
he should be required to take the examination, on oath, 
of every person alleging himself, or represented to be 
held id illegal blayery. Perhaps, even a personal iiip 
specUon, by this officer, of the different slave-gangs in 
the colony, on a circuit 'to be made for that purpose,. 
would not be unnecessary nor impracticable."— CAr(«> 
finit Observer^ for January 1816. 

i The planten are charged, not only with discourage 
iag mannmissioo, but discouraging population. It is 
carious to observe, into what inconsistencies certain 
persons lu-e carried by their ungOTcmaHe tempers. 
" Iq most colonies the revenues raised for parochial or 
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we have always uodentood, and still we 
have no reason to disbelieve, that the laws 
of which comptaiDt is made as intending 
to obstruct the progress of emancipation, 
were merely meant as measures of police, 
calculated to meet the too common prac- 
tice of conferring freedom upon slaves, 
who, from disease or old age, might no 
longer be 6t for labour ; and at the same 
time afford a simple and rational substi* 
tute for that code of poor laws, which do 
no credit to the municipal regulations of 
this country. In Jamaica, the law* directs 



public purposes, are chiefljr raised bj a poll-tax upon 
slaves, which attaches od them from the birth to the 
grave, without any allowance for iafaacy, or for other 
disabili^ to labour for the master, either through infir- 
mity or age. The planter, therefore, who has the 
greatest proportion of native slaves bears the heaviest 
■hare of ibe public burthens."— iBeaitMij, Ifc. p. 39- — Yet, 
by an Order of Council, dated 17th August, 1815, and 
publiditd in Trinidad (where the African Institution is 
known to possess unhoanded influence] a tax of two 
dollars, per head, is laid on every slave without distinc- 
tion! 

* The earliest law to the same effect, of which we can 
find a trace, was passed in 1774. A law to this e^ect 



tzedbyGoOglc 



87 

tfaat, in all cases of manumission, security 
shall be given not in money (a circumstance 
which affects the whole feature and cha- 
racter of the transaction), but m bond to the 
churchwardens of the parish, to prevent 
the person so enfranchised from becoming 
a charge upon the public ; a regulation not 
Itkeljr, even in theory^ to obstruct the libera- 
tion of veil-conditioned slaves, nor to pro- 
duce any worse effect than that intended by 
the law» namely, that of rescuing the unwiU 
ling victim from the miseries of a most un- 
suitable and merciless sort of emancipation. 
We have no access to the laws, nor 
are we well-informed of the usages, of the 
Windward and leeward Islands; but. of 
Jamaica, whicb, in extent, in population, 
in productiveness, and commercial import- 

waa puted in Barbadoes in tbe year 1739; in Aatigna 
in tbe year 1761 ; in St. Vincent's in tbe year 176l ; in 
Sl Kitt's in the year 1798 : yet, Mr. Stephen, with fail 
Dsnal accuracy, says, " tbe insular laws which restrain 
aad virtnally prohibit manumissioQ, have all originated 
within a veiy few years !" thereby insinuating, that tbe 
CoJonial Assemblies have been most diligent in oppo»< 
ing tbe cause of hnmaDity, while the British Parlia* 
meat has been most actively employed in promoting it. ' 
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snce, is equal to all the other istaods put 
togetheri. and from wbeace, if froin aoy 
partial source, might data be more fairly 
drawn thaii from sfnaller communities as 
the bases of general regulation, we can 
speak with coofidenoe^ There the penalty 
^ the bond is 100/. aad the condition 
required that of the payment of 51, aonur 
allXf io case of need, to the enfranchised 
negro. We have heard, from good a^j-. 
tUnity* and we believe, that never, bt)t in 
one instance, has a bond of this descriptioi^ 
been enforced, and that in a case so evi- 
dently influenced by. ipqproper feeling.: as 
to call forth general disapprobation : such, 
in point of practidt has been the obstruc;- 
tioA thrown by the law? of that island in 
th^ way of the manumission of slaves. 

The.Islaad»a£Jamaica,jf.uot.Uie. whole 
West India body« has a right to complain 
of being sthbbed in the dark, by mistake 
or design. A little fair inquiry or dispas- 
sionate consideration would have, let in 
light upon the subject, and either, have 
given^ strength to the reasonings employed 
to recommend the measure, or prevented 
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the. appeal now mad« to the w^donji o^ 
Parliament tp^nforce it. No. coDC^almeDtK 
we tru&t» could have been d^Jtberaj^y, 
meant; for concealment of truth in such a 
case assumes nothing less thap (he. charac- 
ter of falsehood. We leave thfi Vfe&t IpdiA 
body to give veot to theit, indignant f^I-. 
ings in their own way, and acpprdiqg to, 
the extent of their wrongs, conOning oa^r. 
selves m»«ly to point out agrees ipisst^t^. 
ment as a very, unfit groupd of parliaiqfn-j 
tary iater position. 

The Jadirect object oj^ this measorfi f^ to, 
C0DD3teract the imputed narrow policy of 
the several islands by helping, the ,prqgre«». 
of freedom- Whoever is not registered isj 
to be free, as if freedom ab^tfocfediy : weie> 
a blessing. Who will fail, to register . bis, 
active, heallty, intelligent, valuable ^sl^te?, 
Surely no person can, be expected to coqit) 
mit such an act of negligence or disio-, 
terestedness, at least under the operaticmi 
of thrs law ; but tb^re are maoy individuals- 
who would gladly seize the opportunity of 
enfrauchisiog sickly, decrepit, aged, worth-, 
less slaves, to esqape the exp^Dec^ which. 
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not the voice of charity but, the taws of the 
islands have hitherto compelled them to 
incur for the ch>athing and proper mainte- 
nance of such poor creatures. 

But this is not all. The principal towns, 
particularly in Jamaica, abound with re- 
spectable weti'dtsposed negroes, who, with- 
out the right to freedom, enjoy all the 
advantages of it tbrougb tKe partiality and 
indulgence of their owners. The freedom 
of these people is perhaps never called in 
question, except in cases of misconduct, 
or to aid the valuable purposes of police. 
This bill, if it pass into a law, will have 
the effect of calling it, in many cases, into 
question. It will cut both ways, and be 
equally the evidence of slavery ■ and of 
freedom. Many persons will now record 
their right of property in the slave, whom 
otherwise they might never think of claim- 
ing, some from selfish considerations, some 
from duty as mortgagors, as tenants for life, 
&c. and thus may the slave be made to de- 
scend in the line of inheritance to the heir, 
and again be subjected to all the vicissi- 
tudes attending the temper, the character. 
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and circomttaDces of the ovner £or th« 
time being, when, without the registry, 
he might be left graduallj to slide into 
a state of ease, security, and established 
freedom. 

But it seems a registry is necessary be- 
cause the colour of the «b'n is, primAfacUt 
evidence of the condition of the negro ; 
and thus, by the laws of these colonies, the 
onus probandi is thrown upon the. Mack, 
which might be thought, if we -^ere to 
yield to the authority of this writer, to be 
nearly as difficult as to wash off the colour 
of bis skin. As the passage is curious, it 
will find a fit place in this section of our 
observations : — 

•' The assemblies have wonderfully im- 
proved upon the slafe code of all other 
countries and times. They have absolved 
the master from the troublesome duty of 
proving his title. They have reversed the 
universal presumption of other laws ; plac- 
ing it, not in favour of freedom, but against 
it. TJiey have cast the burthen of proof 
on the weakest and helpless party. The 
English lord, when trying the question of 
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Tineimge with bk' aHeged villein or sldve, 
was. obliged even to bring into coutt the 
Dear relations of his oppoaetit to prove!tbei 
Hereditary condition. The West India 
master need produce only the alleged 
iriare himself. His conation is rtcordtd on 
IdtfacOi" — See Keasons for a Slave R^stry, 
p. 5B. 

His condition, we are assured, is enregis* 
t6ted -indelibly on the public records of the 
islands, which records aflTord the strongest 
abd best evidence that can be produced of 
fhti condition of the negro. 

Who would not conclude, from the fdr6- 
gding quotation, that the quetftion of free 
or not free is constantly agitated in thie> 
courts of law, for the barbarous purpose of 
disturbing the ease and happiness of uQof-: 
fending characters ? That this is not true, 
no one, we think, who has ever been in the 
islands, and has witnessed the contehted- 
ness of that'happy class of persons; can for 
a moment entertaih a 'doubt. It is most 
aWredly, however, /a fit subject to bo 
fairly inquired into, when doubtful cha- 
racters 'Step floirwai^ to disturb the public 
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pekix, or in aoy may viohSe the laws of the 
country. Are not vagrants in this very 
metropolis constantly apprehended and 
sent to the bouse of correction, till they 
give a good account of themselves ? Is'UOt 
the onus probandz^ in these cases, invariably 
throvn upon them ? Are the West India 
klands alone to forego the benefit of a 
strict police P and is the ' UHwst ordep oi 
persons only to be. embraced by this new 
measure? To. every unofiending negro it 
is useless ; to every free man it is unneces- 
sary. His title to freedom stands on tfa« 
basis of a rook. It stands upon the same 
security as property Jn land, as mortgages, 
leases, wills, marriage settlements. Sec. 
They are, alt equally «nroUed -in ihe 4)ooks 
of recOTd ; which afford the strongest evi- 
dence th^ caa be produced in law. Who, 
in the face of such conclusive evidence, 
could he so mad as to attempt to disturb 
tbeclaiin toiiberty of any human being? 
Not to multiply ot^ectio.ns> we have 
stated enough -to point out with what 
ftbsuiidities and culpable inconsidomtievi, 
to .use i^ mildetf terms^ the promotes of 
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this project are chargeable. To say nothiDg 
of the absurdity of making laws to prevent ' 
a clandestine Slave Trade, which, in point 
of fact, does not esist, and of the solecism 
in legislation of making laws to meet offen- 
ces in futuro, which, from the nature of 
things, aa we could easily shew, are not 
likely to happen, the striking absurdity is 
at oDce committed of proposing to begin 
the work of emancipation at the wrong 
end. Many of that description of persons, 
who ought to be made free, will be fixed in 
a state of slavery ; and many of an opposite 
description will be enfranchised, to whom 
freedom will be tantamount to misery, 
while the important tefotm is accomplished 
of making the silence of the proposed re- 
gistry, instead of the written document of 
a public record, the legal evidence in all 
eases of disputed freedom I 

These considerations afford, according to 
our apprehensions, the strongest possible 
grounds of objection to the measure ; ob- 
jection so evident that we should have 
been surprised at seeing them overlooked, 
if we had not ' bad occasion more than 



jbyGoogIc 



ODce, to observe how much the opioioiM 
of this organ of the African In8tituti<Hi 
are liable to be led astraj by the delusions 
of a very heated imagination ; and if we 
were not, at the same time, very strongly 
impressed with a belief of the existence of 
designs in some directors of that distin- 
guished Association, very distinct from, 
and very far beyond, the professed and 
prominent object of their public recom* 
mendations. 

To US every measure professing to better 
the condition of the black population of 
our colonies, invariably excites a peculiar 
interest, and carries along with it an irre* 
sistible charm ; we are instinctively drawn 
to lend a hand to the cause of humanity 
and mercy, and ever must feel a severe 
pang of regret when we are stopped by 
prudential considerations, or disapprobar 
tioo of the means employed by our fellow- 
labourers for the accomplishment of this 
important object. These should always 
be imegiavocaUtf right. No trick, no so- 
phistry, no double meanings can be tolera- 
ted in any shape; these serve only to stag- 
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ger confidence* to engender suspicion, to 
obJIl the warmth of zeal, and disappoint 
expectation. It is no easy thing to follow 
this writet through all his windings. We 
are required to encounter the subtilties 
without the precision of special pleading. 
Already have we pointed out a stiiking 
ilDstaDce of misrepresentation in a preced> 
ing paragraph. We now proceed with 
unwilling steps to notice another no less 
exceptionable passage of this pamphlet, to 
which we hare alnriady madean allusion*. 
" As it is impossible suddenly to break 
their fetters without danger of calamitous 
consequences, not only to their masters, 
but themselves, we must suffer them to re- 
main for some considerable period, in their 
present bondage." " But who is there so 
dead to the impulse of human sympathy, 
wlio so regardless of the claims of justice 
and mercy, as not to deplore that cruel 
ftecessity, and to desire to give to its dura- 
tion the narrowest Ihnits that humanity will 
aJfow? 

• See p. 83. 
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" Here there oeither is, nor ever has been 
any controversy in Parliament since the 
subject was first brought to its notice. All 
have professed to regard colonial slavery 
as an evil we were bound to terminate, 
though the nature of the case would not 
permit us to do so in any but a slowly pro- 
gressive course. 

" The advocates of the abolition, and the 
few who refuted to prescribe anjf term to the 
Slave Trade, professed themselves to be as 
earnest in their desire of reform, by all 
safe means, and vHimately to abolish the 
daaery of our colonies, as Mr. Wilberforce 
himself." 

" The speeches of eminent statesmen, 
the writings of the colonial party, the votes 
and addresses of Parliament, and the offi- 
cial correspondence of ministers with the 
colonial governors, might all be appealed 
to in proof that 'such has alwayt been the 
uoanimity of sentiment on this very in- 
teresting head. 

'* What are the means then that can be 
devised for the attainment of a reformation 
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to dear to the wishes and so hece^ary to 
the honour of our country ? 

" They can only be of two general kinds ; 
compulsory and persuasive. Regarding the 
end as one which Parliament it boundt in 
some way, to attain, it must either be 
accomplished by direct legislation accom- 
panied with coercive sanctions, or by suc^ 
parliamentary measures as may incline 
those, who have the power of ameliorating 
the lot of the slaves, to engage willingly in 
that beneficent work/' 

Iljere is a sort of mist hanging over this 
passage, together with the preceding and 
following paragraphs, which makes it diffi- 
. cult to define the exact meaning of the 
writer. It however insinuates, that the 
question of emancipation had already been 
entertained by Parliament ; that Parliament 
is bound sooner or later to accomplish the 
object by direct or indirect legislative en- 
actments ; that even the friends of slavery 
were equally earnest as Mr. Wilberforce ia 
their desire ulttmately to abolish the slavery 
of our colonies; that the writings of th« 
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colonial partjr bore testimony of the una- 
nimity of sentiineutt on this head ; and 
that ail professed to regard colonial slavery 
as an evil which we were bound to ter- 
Diinate. 

Certainly it was no easy matter to dis" 
cuss the question of the Slave Trade, with-i 
out touching incidentaUy oo the point of 
eventual, though very distant, emaocipationt 
But who can say that this point was ever 
brought before Parliament in a direct tan- 
gible shape, or was so received under any 
form as to leave an obligation on Parliament 
to enit-riaiu it at any definite or indefinite 
period of time P 

The abolition of villeinage in this coun- 
try was the work of centuries. "With such 
a precedent in view, no rational being 
could ever doubt that the abolition of the 
!^ave Trade would eventually, and in a pro- 
gressive manner, though not perhaps by the 
same slow degrees, lead to the abolition of 
colonial slavery ; as little might he doubt 
that efiect would follow its cause, as deny 
in any shape this almost self-evident pro- 
position. This sentiment must have passed 
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through the mind of every member of the 
House of Commons, and of every member 
of the House of Peers, without perhaps one 
single exception. But are we thence to 
infer that Parliament is bound to accom- 
plish, or even hasten the effect bt/ Itgi*- 
lative interpoiition f If the premises then 
are insufficient to bear out the inference, 
where is the vote of the House of Commons 
or of the House of Peers to be found .to 
establish the proposition that Parliament is 
bound to interference ? A simple reference 
to the rolls of Parliament may be sufficient 
to corroborate or to falsify this preposterous 
insinuation. 

As to the writers of the colonial party, 
they could not have failed to see, like all 
other persons, that the Act for abolishing 
the Slave Trade would naturally lead, by 
safe, slow, and almost imperceptible steps, 
to the ultimate abolition of colonial slavery. 
If their writings are meant to be brought 
in proof of unanimity of sentiment on this 
point, the averment admits of no contra- 
(diction. If the same writers are pointed 
to as professing to regard colonial slavery 
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as an evil which Parliament was bound to 
terminate, we are called upon, for want 
of chapter and page, to oppose a simple 
denial to the truth of this assertion on the 
single ground, that no writers could be 
found sufficiently absurd to commit this 
act of/eh de »e, or at the best to stultify 
themselves in the face of the recorded 
opinions of their more rational opponents. 

Let us see what was written, at the time 
these discussions occupied almost unceas- 
ingly the attention of Parliament, by an 
enlightened, zealous, and practically useful 
member of the illustrious corps of aboli- 
tionists, since become a Director of th« 
African Institution* : — 

" No one is senseless enough to propose 
that the colonies should be cultivated by 
Europeans, or that the slaves already set- 
tled there should be emancipated." — Concise 
Sttftement, &c. p. 42. 

" If this grand reformation (the aboli- 
tion of the Slave Trade) is once adopted. 



• Said' to be BJr. Brougham. 
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there needs no further interference with the 
structure of colonial society, or the ccmcerns 
of West India proprietors. Every man 
may now be left to pursue his own interest 
in bis own way. Few will continue so 
insane as to mal-treat and work out tlieir 
stock* when they can no longer fill up the 
blanks occasioned by their cruelty, or their 
inbuman and short-sighted policy." — " In 
a very few years all the negroes in the West 
India Islands will be Creoles, and all the 
masters will treat them with indnlgencc for 
their own sakes. The enormous expense 
of new supplies will be entirely saved ; the 
increase of negroes by breeding will, on 
each estate, be in proportion to the accu- 
mulation of the proprietor's capital ; the 
labour of the whole negroes will be much 
more productive, and will, in some degree, 
resemble the industry of freemen ; the 
negro character will be improved ; ^Ihe 
manner of the other classes will also be 
ameliorated ; the non-residence, so much 
lamented at present, and the want of 
womeU) so fatal to the colonial character, 
will gradually wear out; the structure of 
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West Indian society will more and more 
resemble that of tbc compact^ firm* and 
respectable communities which composo 
the North American states." — 76. p. 60. 

Let us see again what is now said, we 
believe, by the same writer. " The eman- 
cipation of these unfortunate beings has 
never formed any part of the views enter- 
tained by the abolitionists. They have 
constantly been charged with indulging in 
such prospects; they have uniformly, per- 
emptorily, and, in the end, successfully, 
repelled the charge ; DOt that any one, 
attached to the cause of humanity and 
justice, ever shut his eyes to the ultimate 
liberty of the negro race, a» the result of an 
improved Mf»tem of manageraent ; or ever 
saw, without infinite pain, the UnposnbUitjf 
of harming so desirable a consummation 
by direct legislative interference."—** A gra- 
dual improvement in their condition could 
alone prepare the way for restoring them to 
liberty; and this improvement was confi- 
dently expected to flow from the abolition 
of the Slave Trade.^'— £rfw. Reviem, Oct. 
1815, p. 317. 
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These observations, it is true, afford do 
argument against the bare project of regis- 
tering the slaves ; but it completely falsi- 
fies the reasonings and the statements em- 
ployed to recommend it ; while the train 
of re&ection naturally arising in the mind 
of the author of the " Concise Statement" 
presents so simple, so obvious, so well- 
considered and interesting a description of 
the certain progress of future improvement 
in the condition of the negro slaves, and 
delineates so welt the beautiful methods 
and delicate springs set at work by the 
Creator of the Universe to perfect his 
moral works in every part of this subluimry 
world, that we are irresistibly led to depre- 
cate that stretch of human wisdom, which 
would attempt, under any pretence, to 
accomplish bia purpose by this unnecessary 
piece of machinery, which, with all the 
appearance of simplicity, contains, like 
Pandora's box, the principles of immea- 
surable mischief. 

If we were called upon to name the time 
when improvement in the internal affairs of 
our colonies is most likely to take a start, we 
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should immediately and confidently name 
the present moment, when the wetl-grounded 
hope, or the actual possession of wealth by 
the master, will naturally cause a, re-actioa 
upon the comfort and personal condition of 
the slave. What mortgagor has not some 
faithful servantwhom he would be glad, if he 
had the liberty, to remunerate by the bless- 
ings of enfranchisement for valuable ser- 
vices ? How many humane individuals are 
there, whose " poverty, not whose will, con- 
sents" to keep some deserving negro in a 
state of bondageP Independent of subordi- 
nate considerations, the growth of freedom 
is thus obviously an effect, which, if it be 
not impeded by the overflowing zeal and 
superabundant light of its most conspicu- 
ous, though not its most rational advocates, 
must naturally follow the growth of pros- 
perity and fortune. It is easy to perceive 
what important advantages will almost 
unavoidably be conferred on this interest- 
ing class of human beings by the undis- 
turbed operation of this simple cause. 
Will not moral, religious, and intellectual 
improvement immediately follow, if they 
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do not precede, this moTement in tbe pro- 
gressive change ? Will not these again 
have an influence collaterally upon others, 
and thus prepare them, in their turn, for 
admission to a new condition, which, under 
present circumstances, they might not be 
qualified to partake of? 

If, on the other hand, we were called 
upon to state the most powerfully coun- 
teracting causes, we should not hesitate, 
among others, to place foremost this most 
daring conspiracy, if it ever become ri- 
pened into the shape of law, against the 
constitutional privileges of the West India 
Islands; under the security of which crowds 
of valuable subjects have embarked their 
lives, their families, their properties, their 
all. It appears to us to be nothing less 
than an act of per6dy. It is in direct 
opposition to the professions held out by the 
abolitionists d uring the whole progress of the 
discussions in Parliament on the important 
subject of the Slave Trade. It must stag- 
ger all confidence. Who will toil on to 
raise or to preserve a valuable inheritance 
for bis cfaildreo, if the ftuits of fats labour 
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are to be exposed to dangei* at the moment 
of expected enjoyment ? 'Will he not im- 
mediately recur to the old, and, we should 
hope, nearly exploded, system of making 
large crops upon terms only exceptionable 
on the ground of wear aad tear of capital ? 
Is it possible that this measure can fail 
to exasperate the mind of the colonist to 
the highest pitch of indignation? and will 
exasperation and the influence of avarice 
united in the mind of the master hare a 
tendency to better the condition of the 
slave ? 

We could carry on this train of reflec- 
tion to an indefinite length, but we have 
already suid enough to shew the extreme 
folly and absurdity, not to say practical 
wickedness, of this project: of which the 
principle and the probable operation stand 
at variance with each other, and of which 
the imnii'diate effect will be to obstruct the 
very best avenues for promoting the sub- 
stantiHl happiness, and the lasting benefit 
of the negro population in the British 
colonies. 

From beginning to end of this pamphlet 
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there is nothing like fair play. If atrocities 
are committed in one little island, the re- 
proach, justly attaching to such atrocious 
acts» is most unjustly fastened upon the 
whole West India body ; the exception is 
industriously swollen into all the importance 
of the rule, and a thesis taken for the most 
ill-founded, not to say defamatory, decla- 
mation. A law is passed in una or more 
islands, by which every person manumit- 
ting a slave is required to pay a certain 
sum of money to secure the future mainte- 
nance of such slave. This law may be 
founded on good, or on doubtful, or even 
on bad principles of legislation. Such, 
however, as it is, it has been discussed in 
the colonial assemhliesj has been approved 
of by the Governor, and ratified by the 
King in council. We cannot at this dis- 
tance undertake to answer for the motives 
of the framers of such laws in the different 
islands, no more than we would for the 
motives of those who undertake to condemn 
them here ; but we have stated that in 
Jamaica, it is in practice a well-judged, 
benevolent measure of police. No inquiry 
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is made, by this writer, whether the seca- 
rity is given in money or in bond ; the 
object of all these laws is broadly stated to 
be. wilful impediment tn the way of manumi*- 
wmi; iind immediately a violent tirade is 
levelled against the whole of the colonial 
assemblies without any discrimination what- 
ever. To pass over a great deal of rank 
abuse, one unvaried tone of harshness is 
observable throughout ; every idea is tor- 
tured to swell the current of popular 
odium against the system condemned, as 
if victory, and not the discovery of truth, 
were the object aimed at; nowhere is a 
guarded expression to be found to leave 
room for a possible inference that, with 
retaming prosperity to the planter, some 
advantages may have accrued to the slave, 
some increase of kindness, more attention 
to his ease and comfort both in cloathing 
and subsistence, some relaxation in point 
of labour, some modification of the severer 
parts of plantation duty, and above all an 
almost entire exemption from the operation 
of that disgraceful law which directs slaves, 
in case of failure of other personal effects, 
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to be taken up and so]6 under legfil process 
for the payment of debts and taxes*. 

To say that no Changes have taken place, 
that improvement in the condition of slaves 
has not latterly being gradually going for- 
ward, particularly in the island of Jamaica, 
is positively yb/se, and must be known to 
be false by every person who has taken 
pains to ascertain the real state of things 
from unprejudiced authority. That im- 
provements have not kept pace with the 
spirit of the times is a iruisntt which no 
fair observer can conscientiously deny, and 
which must be equally the subject of regret 



* We are credibly informed, that, in Jamaica, it isnow 
become a rare ocuirrence to see alaves, thus Jeried on, 
exposed to sale ; an iodisputable propf of the growing 
prosperity of the planter, and, in one most important 
particular, of a corresponding amelioration in the condi- 
tion of the stave. What effect may be partially prodnced 
by the dreadful calamity lately inflicted on this inland, 
we need not undertake to say ; but we can easily undei> 
stand that a grant of money, afforded by Patliame^t to 
the unfortunate sufferers, would produce a more salutary 
effect towards the comfort and condition of a large body 
of slaves dian is likely to be worked out by the present 
or future labotin of tiii African liutitHtioo. 
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to every genuine philanthropist, and to 
every denomination and sect of christians. 

But though it may be a subject of regret» 
it cannot altogether be that of surprise. 
It is now nearly eight years since the law 
for abolishing tbe Slave Trade was cairied 
into complete eifect. During the first four 
years of that time, tbe restrictions, put by 
Bonaparte upon the trade for colonial pro- 
duce, bad reduced tbe West India planters 
to a state bordering upon ruin. During 
the remaining four years indeed the sugar 
distillery bill and the return of peace to 
Burope, bad gilded bis prospects, and 
disclosed the dawn of more prosperous 
fortunes. Yet even here some check bas 
been experienced ; for in the course of 
these years, Jamaica had been visited by 
an hurricane; St-Vincent, and Barbadoes,iD 
different ways, by an eruption from a vol- 
cano, and tbe whole of the islands, more or 
less, by famine, following the steps of the 
American war; for which the slave and the 
slave-holder may with reason think he is 
indebted to the ready pen of tbe author of 
" War in Disguise," and of the " Reasons 



D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



112 

for establishing a Registry of Slaves in the 
British Colonies." 

The clandestine Slave Trade, we have 
said, is a mere pretence; and the Slave Re- 
gistry Bill, if it pass into a law, is intended 
to be made a stepping-stone for ulterior 
measures of the African Institution atid 
Church Missionary Society. Else why 
attack the colonial assemblies for not pass- 
ing laws to attach the negroes to the soil ; 
for not repealing certain laws which direct 
the slave to be sold for the debts of the 
master: for *' opposing positive prohibi- 
tions to the only attatnable means of religi- 
MU irutruction and tconAip," namely; by 
mmaionari/ preachers f However important 
these pmnts may be, as questions of colo- 
nial regulatiun, what have they to do with 
the Slave Registry Bill P or bow can they be 
tortured into reasons for establishing a 
registry of slaves in the British colonies ? 
The first lies, in some degree, within the 
reach of certain established authorities in 
this country; the second, wo trust, will 
boon become obsolete through disuse; and 
the last is distinctly within tbe-ecclesiasti- 
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cal jurisdidtioa of the Bishop of London. 
The most importailt of these objects mighl 
beacconaplisbed without eDcroachiog apoa 
a single copstitutional right, or claim to 
right, of any of the islands. But — this is 
not enough, nor would it suit the views of 
the leading Directors of the African Insti- 
tution. A precedent must be establish«d 
by Act of Parliament for interfering in the 
iotemal regulations of these islands ; the 
colonial system must be subverted ; and 
the way laid open for the future enterprisM 
at these theologico-political associations. 

There is a set of people in this country 
who, possessed of an unbounded good 
opinion of themselves, conceive that no- 
thing can be wrong which they think or do, 
and nothing can be right which is thought 
or done by others. Pretending to be the 
advocates of universal toleration, thej are 
themselves most intolerant; with them pro- 
selytism is a fixed principle of duty; for 
this there are no lengths to which they will 
not go; with unceasing perseverance, and 
not very scrupulous as to means, they are 
daily adding to the number and power of 
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their sect; ve find them meddling with 
the concerns of the cabinets of kings, and 
establishing their influence by disturbing 
the tranquiHity of piivate Hfe. To hear 
these persons talk, one might be led to sup- 
pose that benevolence and commiseration 
for the sufferings of others dwelt exclusively 
with them; yet in the same breath they 
preach up mercy towards the sable sons of 
Africa, and give the signal to " let loose 
the dogs of war" against the fairest regions 
of Europe. Tracing the successful pro- 
gress of their schemes to the operation of 
influences, which lies beyond the compre- 
hension of common understandings, they 
treat with contempt, and trample without 
mercy on, the dearest interests of those who 
happen to hold opposite opinions to their 
own. "Whatever their ultimate object may 
be, it rivets their whole attention; no pru- 
dential considerations interpose to check, 
no experience can instruct, no warning 
voice can reach them. Always incroach- 
ing by day-light and by stealth, where, we 

would ask, do they mean to stop ? We 

have no hesitation to say that, without they 
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are stopped by the wisdom of ParHament 
at this point, they never will stop, until 
they have raised Barbarism on the wreck 
of civilized life in the West India Islands* 
and Fanaticism upon that of the established 
Hierarchy of the British Empire. 
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APPENDIX. 



(A.) 

« CITY AND PARISH OF KTNOSTON. 

" AH OBDINAKce TOB PKETBNTING THB 7ROFAMA- 
TIOK or BBLIOIOUS KITES AND PALSE WOBSHIP- 
PING or GOD, UITDBB THE PRETENCE OP PREACH- 
IKO AK1> TEACHING, BT ILLITERATE, IGNORANT, 
AMD ILL-DIBPOSSD PERSONS, AND OF THE HII- 
CHtBPS CONSE^JtlBNT THEREUPON. 

Vt HERBAs it ii not only highly incumbent upon, 
bnt the first and most serious duty (^ all magistrates and 
bodies politic, to uphold'and encourage the due, proper, 
aod solemn exercise of religion and norshippiog of God : 
and whereas nothing can tend more to bring trae dero- 
tioii BDd tbe practice of real religion into disrepute, than 
the pretended preaching, teaching, and expounding tbe 
wwd of God, as contained in the Holy Scriptures, b/ 
Qoeducated, illiterate, and ignorant persons, and fake 
eotbusiasls : and whereas ibe practice of such pretended 
preaduDg, teaching, and expounding the Holy Scrip* 
tores, by such descriptions of persons as aforesaid, to 
large numbers of persons of colourand negroes, bothof 
fl«e conditioa and slaves, assembled together in bousef, 
negro-hooses, boU, and tbe yards thereunto appertain- 
iog, and abo in divers lauei and b ve-places witbiD this 
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city and parish, hath increased to an alsrmiag degree; 
and during such pretended preaching, leaching, and 
expounding, and pietended w*r«{iippiog of God, divers 
indecent and unseemly noises, gesticulations, and be- 
haTiour, often are BMd ^ti take place, to the great 
annoyance of the neighbours, and to the disrepute of 
religion itself, and also to^thle great detriment of slaves, 
who are induced, by divers artifices and pretences of 
the said pretendod preachers, to attend the said irregu- 
lar assemblies, whereby such slaves are continually 
kept and detained fr^om their owner's necessary business 
and employ, and insome cases the minds of slaves have 
been so operated upon and aflfected, by the fanaticisoi 
of the aforesaid description of persons, as to become 
actually deranged. Be it therefore enacted," &,c. 



'* SRBSBMT STATE OV TUC JAMAICA MIS&l«fl. 

"The work of God continues to prosper in this island, 
no*wuli9tanding the O]»poflitio» which rt meets wilk 
£nm sonie persofiff who are h»gb iu authority. 

" Mr. Dawies, one of our Missiotiiines, saTlved at' 
Kia^ton (Kt the IstofMay, 18M, and fonnd' binself 
spHrom4td by a aunerous and affectionate peof>lle; 
wW rofoicedi M the prospect of having the' doors of ^ 
lent's bcuae once move opened for their mepVton, 
aA« baviop bees riiut, by a persecuting act of the Av- 
saBilily^ neafly seven yetu-s-. The strong- coBvistion 
«4idi>lle Mt tdiat lAte LqmI had colledl him to the warit 
ofaaHsaiomrf, in this ^n-of t)iew«rld, reaioved evny 
JtHJatSqem ^ nwd, v«^ce»in^ tlie Hltinat« svecCH 
«£ kis sBdmn-oat* to open the boate- of |My«r. 
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* WhhoBi delay he waited on die mayor of Kingston, 
mai jtber nagiitrates, and indeed on most of the mem- 
fcers of the corporate b*dy; many of whom received 
him with politeness, tboagh very few at that time would 
pTooiise him tbeif support. One gentleman, bowerer, 
kioiUy Badertook to present a petition, which he bad 
drawn up, to tlie corporate body. On the 9tb of Hay, 
Mr. I>aTies waited od their Honours at the Court'home, 
where there were only three geotlem^n who were de- 
eidediy against him ; the rest were willing to have a 
fikir diicasaion on his ease. But as it was hinted that 
some terms in his petition were ambiguous, he was 
reqsested to present one in another form, which would 
be more full and explanatory. The 13th was obserred, 
by our friends, as a day of fasting and prayer, to entreat 
the Lord to look upon the afflicted state of the ehurdi 
in Juoaica, and pnrticularly in Kingston, where die 
ministry of ibe word hud been so long suspended. On 
the l6th, Mr. OaTtes presented a petition, to which 
none of the gentlemen objected ; and it was agreed that 
bis documeots should be transcribed into the journals 
of the court. On the )7tb, be npplied to the quarter 
sessions for permissiou to lake and subscribe the usual 
oaths. 'I'iiere were five sitting magistrates at ibe ses- 
sions, three of whom favouring bis designs, leave was 
granted. The intelligeoceof this gave joy to thousands 
who were hungering for tlie word of life, and anticipat- 
ing tliut day when tbcy should say to one another, ' Let 
us go to the bouse of the Lord.' TLe chapel in Kings- 
ton, being.inimedia(cly put in repair, at a considerable 
expense, was once more opened for divine worship* 
Hiis grcttt blessing, however, was but for a motueat. 
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Mr. Oavies has been inddenly called to aaearly rewaid ; 
and* by this awful and mysterious providence^ our 
chapel is once more shut up, no other persoa being 
licensed for this place by the Assembly ; our dear people 
are again deprived of the public worship of God. But 
we must not despair. The hearts of all men are in the 
hands of the Lord; and while we use prudential meaoa* 
and pBt our trust in him^ we may reasonably hope for 
ultimate success. We have three Missionaries with 
1937 membersin this Island. Mr. Davies observes, and 
it is with pleasure we record it, that Brother Wiggins, 
tme of your Missionaries, bad borne the burthen and heat 
of the day, and had proved himself to be a faithfnl, 
disinterested Minister of Christ. 

" Beside these Missions in the West India Islands, 
tiie Methodists have established others in St. Bartho- 
lomew's, Batbadoes, Grenada, Trinidad^ and the B»> 
bama Islands; but those of which we have given 
some details are of the greatest importance." See Mis- 
Nonary Roister, Vol. 3, p. 633. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE AFRICAN 
INSTITUTION. 

" l.THEtolemanfigemeDtoftbea&iraof thehtatita- 
tioQ shall be vested in a Patron and Presitteilt, twenty 
Vlce-PresideDts, a Treasurer, and a. Board of thirty-sis 
Olrectors, to be cbosen fron amoog the Governors of 
the tnstitutioD, five of whom shall be a qaorafR. 

" e. The Directors to beaDOually elecMd, but (hA Hie 
six Directors who shall have attended the smallest 
□umher of tintes during the preceding year, b^ not 
eligible to be re-elected until the »ublequ«nt Airiimil 
Meeting. The names of such of the Directors as are 
eligible to be reelected for the eowing 7«ftr to b<e 
reported to the General Meebng, aad the eligibility ef 
siich Directors as may have attended ao e<fual numbA 
of Meetings to be decided b; lot. 

" 3. The Patron and Present, Vice-Pre«idents and 
Treasurer, are ex officio Directors ; but for the more 
regular si&d systematic administration of the affairs oF 
the Institution, a Chairman and Depaty Chairman shall 
be chi^sea by the Directors from their ovrn body, one 
oF whom, if present, shall preside at all meetings of the 
Board. 

" 4. The Directors stvH b« empowered tti hire or 
purchase 9 bouse or o^ce, and to apptibt Officers for 
conducting the affairs of the InstitntioB 1 to cell Oeneral 
Meetings of the Subscribers; to divide tbetnselves into 
Committees for the mettf convenieut dispatdh of bni' 
ness; to foqn local ComafiUeU i«r t^«motit^ snibsoriph 
'Uons, and JFor other puf^ses eonnocl^ with the wdftule 
€>f the Iiutitatioa ; and generally to frame such By- 
X 
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laws Dot consistent with the fundamental rules of the 
Sooietj, as shall appear to them to be necessary for the 
dueadministralioQ of itsconcemi." 

According' to the Roles of the African Institution, 
as suted above, the Directors are to be annually 
elected ; but the six Directors who shall have attended 
the sDiaUest number of times daring the preceding 
year are not eligible to be re-elected until the sub- 
sequent Annual Meeting. 

Of the eighteen Directors of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany enumerated in the Special Report^ one besides 
Mr. Clarkson bad quitted London, and Mr. Elliot was 
dead at the time of the formation of the Aftican 
Institution. Of the remaining sixteen, eight, including 
Mr. ClarksoD, were incorpotated with the late Go- 
vernor Mftcaulay into the body of Directors of the 
African Institution. 

Lord Teignmontfa and Mr. Wilberforce became 
Vice-Presidents, and as such were immoveable; the 
remainder might or might not be removed imder the 
Rules of the Institution. 

Of the thirty-eight Directors first chosen, eighteen, 
np to the Stb Report, inclnsive, have never been out of 
office for a single year, with the exception of Mr. Grant, 
who was out of office for the short interval of two years. 
And of these eighteen, nine, namely, those enumerated 
in the Special Report, had been the efficient Directors 
of the Siena Leone Company ; and, if we reclion oo 
influence of zeal, activity, and pre-eminent talent, may 
now, with the addition of Mr. Stephen, and one or 
two more, be fairly denominated, '* The leading 
Directors of the AfiicaD Institution.'* ' ' * ' - 
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We give a list of the efficient memben of each 
Establishment, according to our analysis, that the 
reader ma; take a bird's-eye vietr of our reasonings oa 
this subject, and decide whether we have fairly painted 
ont what persona have been the very soul, and moving 
power, and virtual representatives of each establiihmenL 

Sierra Leone Company. African Institution. 



Hbnst Tuobnton. 
Charles Gbant. 
LoBD TsiatiHouTa. 

W, WlLBBEFORCE. 

Thomas Babimqton. 
Thomas F. Fobstbb. 
Gbahvillb Sbabpb. 
Thomas Clarkbon. 
Z. Macaolav. 



Hen BY Thobntoh. 
Cbables Gbant. 
LoBD Tbionmodtr. 

W. WlLBBRVORCB. 

Thomas Babinotom. 
Thomas F. Fobbtek. 
Gbamville Sharpe. 
Thomas Clabkson. 
Z.MACAWLAY,(lateGov.) 



Philip Sanboh. 
Joseph Habdcabtlb. 
John Inclis. 
John Kinqston. 
Samuel Pabkeb. 
£. Pa set. 

JOHH PbiMSBP. 



Jambs Stephen. 
W. Allen. 
Robert Barclay. 
Thomas Bkrnabd. 
WiLBR. Bootlb. 
Hbnby Brouoham. 
Geoboe Habbison. 
Matthew Marstom. 
W. Smith. 
James Towbbb. 
JambbRicbWiujami. 
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